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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Ilon, H. P. Colebatch—Easi—in reply)
{10.17]: | see no ground for the assumption
that becauge the board has been appointed
the work of the Commissioner is rendered
lighter.

Hon. M. Stewart:
responsibilities.

The MINTSTER POR EDUCATION: e
i3 not relieved of his responsibilitics. e
has to make his  classifieations  with the
greatest care, and having made thewn has to
detend them hefore the bhoard.

Hon. J. Cornell: 1le
greater care than ever,

The MINISTER TOR EDUCAITON :
Neither his work nor his responsibilities are
deereased in any way hy the appointment
of the board.

Question put and passed,

Fall read a seeond time,

T said, relieved of his

hus to  exereise

Tn Committee,

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendwent, and
the report adopted.

BILL—CORONERS.
Agsembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly notifving that
it had agreed to wmake amewdments Nos. 1,
2, mul 4 requested by the Couneil, but had
declined to wmake amendment No. 3 rvequested
by the Council, now considered,

In Committee.

Hon. J. Bwing in the Chair; the Minister
for Edueation in ¢harge of the Bill,

The CHAIRMAN: 'Fhe amendument which
the Council made and whieh the Assembly
decline to agree to is ns follows:—

Clavge  30.—Add the following sub-
clause, to stand ns (3):—

When  the Commissioner of UCublie
Tlealth eertifies in writings that it is ncees-
siry in the interests of public health that
a post mortem expmination shonld be held
on the dead body of any person, a coroner
may, without holding an inquest, direet
any medical practitioner to make a post
mortem exumination, and to report thercon
ta the Commissionor of Publie Heailth,
and it shall be lawfal for, and the duty
of, such medieal practitioner to make a
post moterm examination, and to report
thereon aeeordingly.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: ]
understand that the Legislative  Assembly
dil not refuse to inake this amendment be-
eause they considered it undesirable, but be-
cause they considered it improper in the
Coroners Bill.  Whilat regretting that the
amendment has not been agreed to, T eannot
see Iny way to contesting the attitude taken
up by the Assembly, If we could have got
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it through it would have been very valuable.
T move—

That the Council’s amendment -he not

pressed,

Hon, A. T. H. SAW: T am sorrv the little
mfunt 1 was the means of bringing to life
has heen strangled by another place, and
that the coroner is not allowed to holl =
post mariem upon it. [ do not propose to
tispute the ruling of the Chair in fmother
plaee. I wotiee in the Press that certain ve-
marks wore made in conneclion with my
attitude in nstigating this particular elause.
When remarks tending in the same direc-
tion were made during {he passage of the
Bill through the Wanse, 1 protested vehe-
wently againat the medieal profession being
regarded as ghouls who wished to go body-
snatehing for the purpose of dissecting. T
see by the Press that this opinion still pre.
vails. T desire to repel that as the vile insinn-
ation of vulgar minds.  To all matters of
publie health the medieal profession has set
a high standard. ‘There has heen practieally
no progress made in publie health but has
heen instigated by the medieal profession
and Beew most beartily supported by them,
although detrimental very often to  their
personal interests.

Question put and  passed;
amendnient not pressed.

Title agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

the Couneil's

Hause adjourned al 10.26 pon.

Legtslative  EHssembly,

Flotrsdoy, T6th December, 10260,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m,,
and read prayers,

BILL—TAX COLLECTION.

Tntroeduced by the Premier and read a first
{ime,
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Second Reuding,

The PREMIER (lion. .. Mitchell—
Northam} |4.36} in moving the second read-
i sadld: Hon members are of course aware
that tor a very considerable time, in fact for
severitl years, the matter of the duplication ot
State departments and  Federal depastments
has been under discussion, It has beeu pointed
cut from time to time that a great deal of
additional ¢ost is imposed upon the tuxpayers
of this State by reason of such duplieation,
anmd from time to time efforts have been made
1o remove the cause of this additioual, and,
#s it secws to e, quite unnecessary expemdi-
tute By this Bilt | wm asking that authority
be piven to the tiovernment to enter into an
agreement with the Federal Government for
the eollection of certnin of our taxes, [f this
mrnngement iz completed, it will mean that
our State Taxation Department will disappear
and that the Cammonweilth Government will
collect our taxes for us, | know, of course,
that every member in this Honse woulld prefer
to have the Commonwealth taxes collected by
the Stare rather than have the State taxes
cellectel by the Commonwealth,  'vobably my
Tricnds oppesite, in common with all other
Ministeies for years past, have endeavonred to
hring about that desirable position. llowever,
in that respect this State has never got any
foreader.”” Bat to-day I am able te suh-
mit to the House an offer by the Common-
wealth anthorities to do the work of tax col-
lection for us. At present there are twe
Taxation Departments, each fully staffed, ench
controllesl by a Commissioner, each doing al-
most precisely similar work, and cach requir-
iuge, in order that its assessments may be made,
i separate set of rveturns by taxpayers. [
should  like the House ta  realise  that
the  ltiovernment  arve  acting  rightly  in
introducing  this Bill. T want it to be
clearly  umderstoed  tiat  we are  tak-
ing this step only beeanse we feel that the
preople ought not any longer to inenr the
double expenditure, anid also that they should
nwot any longer Lie ealled upon to  incur the
trouble of preparing two sety of returus. By
the way, the terms of the two sets of returns
are not iblentieal, whieh makes the work in-
volved in preparing two returng very heavy.
lu addition to the duplication of Taxation
Departments, there is of course the dupliea-
tion of Electoral Departments. The Common-
wealth Government are maiuly responsible in
this respect. We had a Taxation Department
hefore they set up their Taxation Department,
amd we had an Blectoral Department before
they set up their Electoral Department. Siwmi-
laely, we had a State SBavings Bank before
they set up the Commonwealth Savings Bank,
In addition, we had here 2 Workers' Homes
Loard perfectly capahle ot erecting homes for
all our returned soldiers, aml yet the Common-
wealth (Government recently sct up another
organisation to do precisely the same work,
Tt has to be remembered that all these de-
partments are supported and paid for by the
Australian people, and largely of conrse by
the people of this State. Whilst by this Hill
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I am gsking for nuthority to save the country
something over £20,000 through the amalga-
mation, L «do think that we ought to protest
against the establishment by the (‘ommon-
wealth of departments that apparently are un-
neeessnry—unnecessary because the Stata de-
purtments ean so much more economically and,
as I think, so mueh more effectively do the
work,

Mr. O'Loghlen:
vou guprgrest !

The PREMLER: I supgest that we send the
Iron, member interjecting to Mclbourne as
delegation.  Ministers have made protests in
Melbourne often cenough.

Mr. O'Loghlen: You yourself have been
there often enongh, and if the Clommonwealth
Government will not listen to you they will
not listen to anybody else,

The PREMIER: Kvery Mimster eof this
State who has vigited Melhourne has made
sueh o peotest,  The saving, of this agreement
iv conclwded, will mean something over £20,000
a year.  We are to pay the Commonwealth’
Government one-third of the present cost of
vollecting our taxes. The salaries and wages
paid hy the Btatd Taxation Department amount
to £29,719.  The printing bill of that depart-
ment amounts to £4, 181 anmaally.  Then, of
conrse, the Taxation Departmenl  oevupy
premises which  are  worth something  tou,
Thus, the saving which will resalt from the
arrangement shonlkl amount to a little more
than €£20,0000 a year. It has to he borne in
mind, akso, that the expenditure of our State
Taxation Department would inercase in the
ecurse of time.  There is the further advant-
nge that under the amalgamation the taxpayer
will make only enc vl tax return and only
cne ineome tax return, The Bill provides that
an agreement may be made.  The apgreement
i completed and provides for all essentials—
among other things that we shall still have
our Commissioner of Taxntion as a State
officer.  That is neeessary becanse he must
dircet the methods for the colleetion of our
taxes, and must be available to interpret our
Acts, and to give adviee to the State Govern-
ment  in eonnection with tasation, aml te
wateh the interests of the State,

Hon. P. Collier: Will ke be under Common-
wealth control?

The PREMIER: No.

lion. P. Collier: Still, they will he the
dominating power,

The PREMIER: Yes, but s0 far as our
taxes are coneerned our Commissioner will be
respongible  for assessment amd  colleetion
through the Federal offieers. He will hie abso-
Iutely free from interference and contyol by
the Federal Commissioner, To my mind, that
i1 not only a possible arrangement but a right
arrangement, heeause we cannot let the Fed-
cral officers decide what shall be done in eon-
neetion with the collection of our State taxes.

Hon. P. Collier; Tt is a vight arrangement,
but T fear the State Commissioner will be con-
trolled by the other party.

Hon, T. Walker: Swamped by the other
party!

What kind of protest do
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The PREMIER: That matter will be pro-
vided for in the agreement. In fact, it is
provided for in the agreement as drafted. I
want hon. members to realise that the agree-
ment which accompanies the Bill ig not neees-
sarily final, but may be varied. It is an agree-
ment which has been sobmitted to us by the
Commounwealth authorities, and, in the main,
it is the agreement which will be approved.

Hon. P. Collier: Have you accepted this
agreement?

The PREMTER: Tt has been submitted to
us by the Commonwealth as the result of
negotiations and eonsultations here with the
Federal Chief Commisgioner of Taxation,
Mr. Ewing. We have had an intimation that
the agreement has béen gencrally approved,
but may be varied in some slight particulars.
However, it is, in the wmain, the agreement
that will be signed. The agrecment makes
specinl reference to ‘‘the  respeetive Sove-
reign  Powers, to wit the Commonwealth
and the State,”” thus preserving the rights
of the State.

Hon. P. Collier: The Commonwealth’s
troubles about the sovereign rights of the
State!

The PREMIER: The Federal Government
have a great respect for the sovereign rights
of the State. I understand that fact has
recently been emphasised in London by Sen-
ator Millen. The interests ot the State staff
to be taken over by the Commonwealth will
be fully protected. It is neccssary that the
State staff shonld be taken over, and that
their interests should be protected in the same
way as the interests of other officers trans-
ferred from a State to the Commonwealth
have been safegnarded.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Does the protection apply
to the temporary employees?

The PREMIER: I do not know that the
temporary employces have any very great
measure of protection now.

Mr. O’'Loghlen: They have &
claim to protection, thoungh,

The PREMIER: T know they have; but,
af aepurse, & temporary employee who has
been in the department for five years has the
right to be made a permanent officer,

Mr. O'Loghlen. It is pretty hard on n
man who has been there 4% years.

The PREMIER: Such a man will still be
retained in the State serviee, beeause he must
be a pretty good man to have been kept for
go long. The agrcement does not speeially
provide for temporary handa, As o rule
temporary officers are there for only a short
time. However, I will see to it that their in-
terests are not prejudiced, because there will
he room for them in the ordinary SBtate Gov-
ernment departments if they are not taken
over, The proposal is a simple one. Tt is
that the Federal Government should do our
work at one-third of the present cost.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Tt is the first step
towards unification.

The PREMIER: I do not know that it is,
because, of course, we do work for the Fed-

moral
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eral Qovernment in many ways. If hon. mem-
berg think it is the first step towards unifi-
cation, they will vote against the Bill, But
I do not krow that we are entitled to re-
fuse to have work done for us at one-third
of the present cost,

Hon. P. Collier:
ary giving away!

The PREMIER: WNeither do I think we
can expect our taxpayers to continue to sub-
nit two taxation returns. Anyway, we can-
not lightly turn down this proposal. I am
absolutely against unificotion and just as
whole-heartedly opposed to the duplication of
departments.

Hon, W, C. Augwin: This is the way in
which the Commonwealth are bringing about
unification,

The PREMIEFR; We would be very
pleased to-morrow to take on several of the
Commonwealth departments.

The Minister for Works: We could take
on the lot, and do the work better than they
are doing it,

The PREMIER: I do not know that we
could do it better, but we could de¢ it just
ag well. I am not going to say anything
against the Federal Commissioner of Taxa-
tion. He iz a firgt-clags man.

Hon. P. Collier: Yes, he is all right.

'The PREMIER: That is the position.
This offer to do the work has been made, ant
it was my duty to bring the offer before the
Honse. I have done so.

Mr. O'Loghlen: The firat thing the Fed-
era]l Government did was to take our commis-
sioner from the State service.

The PREMTER: They have takem many
of our good offlicers,

Hon. P. Collier: And now they are trying
to take some of our leading members, to
deprive us of the hest talent we had here,

The PREMIER: T advise the House to
very scriously consider before refusing to
have this work done at the price. Tt means
a very considerable saving.

Mr. O'Loghlen: T do not think yon are
too keen on if. .

The PREMTER: 1 am keen on saving
£20,000 per annum, and T am keen on sav-
ing the taxpayer the annovance of having
to furnish two returna.

Fon, P, Collier: Tt is a proper sub-
deet for diseussion in the Flouse.

The PREMIER: Yes, and it is an easy
matter to disenss. Everybody can under-
atand that the Federal Government have of-
fered to do the work for us, and that it will
close up our State Taxation Department. Tt
docs not mean that we cannot get ont of this
agreenient if we wish to.

Mr. Johnston: On aix months’ notice.

The PREMIER: T do not know that it
woitld he nceessary to give notiee at gll. We
can simply revert to the oll sysiem. Who-
cver may be responsible for this system of
impesing an additional charge on the peo-
ple, it is absolutely wrong, On the other
hand, it is fight that we shonld endeavonr

But consider what we
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to make a saving of £20,000, Of course, the
duplication of the Taxation Department was
nothing to the opening of the Commonwealth
Savings Bank. That was a dastardly act.
This 38 not on the same lines, for here we
can see exactly what we are losing.

Mr. Pilkington: There is no competition
here,

The PREMIER: No, but one cannoi tell
what the effect of the second Savings Bank
has been.

Mr. Gardiner: Yes, you ean.

The PREMIER: Not exactly, In that case
we are in competition with the Common-
wealth Savings Bank.

Mr. Gardiner: They offer you very good
terms for your Savings Bank, if only you
would look into them.

The PREMIER: We are in competition
with the bank, and the result of that com-
petition means a higher rate for money and
a very considerable cost all over the State.
The Commonwealth Savings Bank have a big
pull in having the post offices. Any bank
which has the post offices thronghout the State
must have a big pull over another bank which
has to operate through agencies and gtorss.
However, T have brought this propoaal to the
House, and T hope the House will favourably
congider it. Had I thought it was a step
towards unification I would not have brought
down the measure. I do not think it is a step
towards unification.

Mr. Johnston: It is a step townrda econ-
omy.

The PREMIER: I am alive to the fact
that representatives in the Cnmmonwealth
Parliament are anxious for unifieation. Sen-
ator Millen has been talking very freely iu
London about the position, Only the other
day he said that, as a result of the work done
by the Federal Government during the war,
the people of Australia wonld demand that
the Federnl Government should be given muoch
more extensive powers.

Hon. T. Walker: He is jnst voiting what
has been aimed at for years.

The PREMIER: I do not believe a word
of it. Nothing will eonvince mo that the
people of Australia wish it. I know that
many members of the Federal Parliament
wish it, and that the ¥ederal Government
probably wish it, but T hope we ahall never
agree to if.

Hon. T. Walker:
East wish it.

The PREMIER: Of course, they would
like to swallow us altogether. However, 1
cannot see that there is any danper of nssist-
ing unification Ly passing the Bill.

Hon. T. Walker: Tt iz another shadow fall-
-ing on us.

The PREMIER: Very well, T cannot sco
that, but T can see that we have no right
to snbhmit the taxpayers to unnecessary cx-
pense.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: But the same thing
would apply wherever the Federal and Siate
Governments have similar departments.

The plutocrats of the
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Hon. T. Walker: Yes, until there would be
no need for the State Governmdnt at all,

The PREMIER: I do Aot think so. Here
is a speeial duty which is very easily defined
and which is well away from the ordinary
departmental work of the Government.

Hon, T. Walker: There is a boof behind
it.

The PREMIER: No, it is not so.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Did they in the nego-
tiationa give you a chance to take on the
work of hoth departmentst

The PREMIER: No, they would not agree
to that. Had they been agreeable we should
have been doing the work long ago. They
would never have had to establish their de-
partment had they been prepared to let ua
do the work for them, Thay are not prepared
to macrifice anything in the interests of econ-
omy, except that they are willing to do our
work very cheaply.

Mr. Maley: That is effecting economy.

The PREMIER: It will be economy for
us,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Hand over to them
the whole of the departments, and it will be
still greater economy.

The PREMIEE: No, that would be no
economy. I move—

That the Bill be now rcad a second time.

On motion by Hon. P. Collier, debate ad-
Jjourned.

BILL—-PIAWANING NORTHWARDS
RAILWAY.

Firgt Reading.

On motion by the Minister for Works,
Bill introduced and read a first time.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS (Hon. W
J. Georgo—Murray-Wellington) [5.57] in
moving the sceond reading said: The Bill ia
for an extension of the Bolgart line. At
present the railway ends at Piawaning, in
what I have heard described as a sand plain,
and it is coamsidered desirable that the line
should be extended northwards, passing
through land of value, The proposal, as hon.
members will see from the plans, is to extend
the line 24 miles with the wltimate objective
of curving round castwards and joining up
with the Wongan-Hills railway. Provision
is made for a deviation of five miles on either
side. It is proposed to use standard 431b.
rails on sleepers 8in. by 4in. and 6ft. 6in.
in length. The ruling grade is one in 60.
The estimated cost of the line is £07,500, and
the eost of water supply £10,000. Since that
estimate was pgot out some tinmte ago, the
wages scale has advanced considerably, and
hon, members must bear in mind that when
the work is entered upon it iz extremely prob-
able that the rates given will be exceeded.
The Midland railway is 10 miles from what
is termed the area of inflnence of this pro-
posed railway, The area of influence is a
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lt-mile line from the different parts of the
railway proposed, and the Midland railway
ix 10 miles further on. Approximately this
railway will be 20 miles distant from the
Midland line on the west side. On the east
side there is the Wongan Hills line, aud the
distance from the proposed railway is from
20 to :5 miles, varying as the Wongan Hills

lines wmeanders around the eountry,  Hon.
wembers will bhe interested to know what
the railway is going to do.

Mr. Brown: It will meander round the

eountry, toe.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The line
will not meander; it is a straight line until
it gets a curve. It goes straight and then
follows a curve of a rhomboid. The land to
he served consists of 317,000 acres, of which
there hag  heen  scleeted 50,000 acres of
Crown land. There has been selected or pur-
chaged from the Midland railway 161,000
acres, and there still remaina under the in-
Hoenee of the Midland railway 106,000 acres,
making @ total of 317,000 acres. Of this
land it is stated that at least one-third is
what is called first class land. The advigory
board'’s report dealing with this particular
area was presented to Parliament on the
Zrd Scptember last, and in order that hon.
tembers may feel that they have all the
cards laid on the table, T wish to say that
there ix a company called the New Zealand
Land Company—1 think the member for
Trwin (Mr, Gardiner) knows more about the
company than I do—who :are interested in
the area. That ecompany are the biggest
owners of land in that loeality, the area being
set down ot 52,000 acres. Of this it is said
that 35,000 acres is first class lamd, hut it
ia sad to relate that only 1,500 aeres of it
has been c¢lenred. The reasen, it is said,
is on aceount of the distanco from a railway.
It is contended that it would be madness to
proceed with clearing and eultivation unless
there was an assurance of the construction of
the railway, so that produce might be ecar-
ried at a reasonable rate.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: How many farmers
are there who have had that assurance?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: T have no
doubt that the member for Irwin has all
the statistics at his fingers’ ends and will
wive {hem to the hon, member. Tt may he
said that this railway will really serve the
Midland railway people move than it will
serve the Government land. That is so, so
fur as land and possible scttlement are con-
eerned, [ would point oot, however, that
even those who settle on the Midiand Com-
pany's land are still Western Australian
scttlers and they have a full right to con-

siderntion from the Government and from
I"arliament.
Hon. W. €. Angwin: No onc has cver

suggrested otherwise.

The MINISTER FOR -WORKS: The ox-
juting line ends at Piawaning. The pro-
posed line will go on for 24 miles. The work-
ing railways express the hope that the line
will he construeted as soon as funds are
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available and that it wi)ll be carried on 1
Jjoin the Wongan llills lice. This will give
quicker trausit and will reduee tho cost of
working and rvesult in wmore gencral efliei-
cney.  The advisery board's report dated
the 22nd June states, amongst other things -
Having given consideration to both
routes, it is found that the rouwte sug-
gesteid by the Roundhill settiers will best
serve the needs of existing settlement, but
that = larger area of land now without
reasonable railway commuuaication will be
served by a line approximately midway
between the uxisting railway lines. We
heg to recommend that, when an exteusion
northwards from Piawaning is to be under-
taken (us far as engineering requivements
will permnit), such cxteasion follow the
routes approximately widway between the
exigting Jines with a view to ita later ex-
tengion north-casterly through the Iuck-
ling agricultural arca to some point of
Junetion with the Wongan Hills railway.
The present board cndorses this recou-
mendation and on the aceompanying plan
is shown the route, which appears to be the
best from an engincering peint of view.
The terminus foy a time should be ahout
25 wmiles from Piawaning.
With regard to the land, after giving figuores,
the advisary board state—
The Loard considers the avea lying to the
cast of a line from Whalebing to Borkshire
Valley is a partienlarly fine streteh of
country, and that the extemsion of the line
25 miles from LDlawaning should result in
greatly inmereased  produetion and  profit-
able freight to the Government railways,
They say further- -
The board recommends that in the cvent
of the Government favourably vicwing the
extension recommended, that the survey he
put in hand as carly as possible and
station wsites fixed, in order that feeler
roads may bo snrveyed in the most suit-
able positions bhefore surveys of the un-
subdivided lands are made. The early
choosing of these feeder roads when they
pass through wuleveloped or partially de-
veloped  vountry will enable owners {o
arrange their improvements to awit the
roads and reduee compensation for im-
provements to a minimum.
With regard to making roads as feeders to
the railway, that is only eemmon sense and
must appeal to cvery hon. member. [u eon-
nection with the matter, the Engineey-in-
(hief has simply given particulars with re-
gard to the eost and how the line should
be construected. The estimate which I gave
to the House a fow minutes ago was £07.500
for the construetion and £7,000 for water

sapply.  Owing  to  the inercased cost
of lahour and material, the FEngineer-
in-Chief atates that an  additional cost

aof 25 per cent. must be added to the esti-

mate, which wns made only in June of
this year., T desire to emphasisc that
very strongly beeanse the increased cost

will apply wot only to that work but te
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other works which are being and will be
carried out by the wvarious departments.
Hon. members may hear all manner of
criticism about the cost of Government
jubs. Let them make inquiries from thosc
who are carrying out similar works in a
private capacity and they will find that the
Iingineer-in-Chief has been moderate in his
estimate of 25 per vent, The building tradc
erfimates  which were made only two
months ago on prices ruling then are abso-
lutely lost eompared with the prices which
exist to-day. 1 think it only right to cm-
plasise this point, It may be eongidered
that 1 have reflectod iu some way against
the construction of the propesed railway,
Fut that is not my desire. My object is to
explain bo members, and perhaps through
the medium of the Press to the general
publie, exactly what has taken place within
the short spuce of four or five months in
cvouneetion with engincering and architeet-
writl vosts, These costs, too, may advance
oven more. I do not know that 1 can give
much more information, I do net know
l.ow many farmers are on the arca, how
many schools or how many children are
thore,

ifon. W, C. Angwin: It is necessary that
we shouki know how many settlers have
heen promised railway facilities and have
wot had them.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If we
are satisfied thal the quality of the land is
zood, if it is as it has been represented by
the advisory board, we are justified in ask-
ing, when we know the devclopment of this
lund has heen prevented by physieal difi-
culties in the way of earting, whether we
should continue to allow this land to Dbe
lrcked up and not be dealt with in any
shape or forwmu nntil someone comes along
full of hope and with pockets full of money.
My idea is that if we are jugtified in build-
ing railways, we have not only to take into
consideraticn thode poople who are alizadv
settled, and what the iand may be, but alsc

those arens which are likely to lead to
settlemeont.
Tion. W. C. Angwin: What about the

settlers who have already waited years for
riilways?

M., Gardiner: We took 33 members
through thai country to show them where
the settlers wore and they were satisfied
that they did not have the ordinary con-
veniences that other people were getting.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T do not
know how many settlers are there, but I
want to impress this fact on members, that
even if there are only a few settlers there.
if the land is good, angd is capable of being
eultivated and brought into production,
transport faeilities should he given, and we
are not justiied in holding over these
foaeilities which are required to open up the
land until more people settle on it, and in
the meantime allow those who are there to
go through the hardships of having to ¢art
their produce 20 or 25 miles. The money
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which benefits the State is not only the
money raised by revenue or by loan, but it
iz that which belongs to the man whe
pioneers, and from my point of view it is
the duty of the Government uot only to
assist such people, but so far as it lies in
their power to prevent those people ex-
pending their money in a way that cannot
he cconomieal. If people have to eart theso
long distances, it will either hinder pro-
duction or bleed the producer white. If
the Government can remedy these things
and as a result people ean be sottlad
happily, ecomfortably wnd prosperonsly on
the land, it is the duty of the Government
to o so. T will leave the Bili to the merey,
of hon, members and move—

That the Bill he
time,

now read o second

Hon. 8ir H. B. LEFROY (Moore) [5.13]:
I have pleasure in seconding the motion for
the second readfng of this Bill, It is pos-
gible that members have a greater know-
ledge of the country to be tapped by this
line than they have of any other portion of
the State. The Bolgart Railway Bill was
passed in 1907 to extend the railway from
Neweastle to Bolgart, a distance of about
23 miles. Tt was never intended when the
Bill was introduced that the rpilway shonld
stop at Bolgart, but it was always intenided
to continue it north in order to open up the
country lying in that direetion, Tn 1912 &
further extension of the railway was pro-
posed in a Bill before the House by the
Seaddan Government, and introdueed hy the
then Minister for Works, Mr, W. D. John-
son. That Bill passed through this House
without any discussion the day before Par-
liament rose--that was on the 12th Decem-
ber, 18]12—and was only moved by the Min-
isler for Works and supported by wmyself.
Tt passed through Committee withont any
voiee being raised against it, this House
heing fully aware of the importabes of
the extengion., At the time, the Gov-

cernuient were not prepared to authorise the

construction of a railwny for a greater dis-
tance than 31 miles. Under that Bill au-
thority was given to cxtend the line to 2
place ealled Piawaning. Tt is 31 miles from
Bolgart to Piawaning. Piawaning is a point
due west from the Wongan Hills railway
atation, and at a point equi-distant between
the Midland railway and the Wongan-
Mullewa line, that is to say. there are 20
miles on each side. A little while after
that, when the member for North-East Fre-
mantle was Minister for Works, a Bill was
brought iu to extend the railway a further
distunce of four miles, That was done be-
cause the point at which the railway ended
under the previous Bill was not a suitable
place for n ferminus. The settlers in the
eountry that required to be opened up felt
that the railway was creeping a little
nearer. From 1912 every Premicr has been
roguested by deputation from the settlers
to extend the railway further north into that
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area. On every occasion most favourable
replies were given, but it was stated that
the Government, though feeling justified in
constructing the railway, at that time were
not in a position to do so.

Hon, P. Collier: All Governments say the
same.

Hon. 8ir H. B. LEFROY: 1In 1915 the
member for Irwin (Mr. Gardiner) and 1
took a party of 33 members of Parliament
round that distriet.

Hon. P. Collier: That is the way to eatch
them,

‘Hon. S8ir H, B, LEFROY: Hon, members
will recollect that on that ocension the leader
of the Opposition had a race on horseback
with the then Premier, the present Minister
for Mines,

Hon. P, Collier: 1 remember that the horse
holted with me,

Hon. W, C, Angwin: Is that going to cost
the country £140,0007

Hon. 8ir H. B. LEFROY: We thought it
was only right that members should see for
themselves what the country was like. Those
who went on that cxpedition were fully im-
pressed with the eountry and satisfied that
the construction of the railway would be
justified.

Hgn., P. Collier: Does this railway serve
any of the country we saw then?

Hon. Sir H. B. LEFROY: It goes right
throngh it.

Hon. P. Collier: T thought we were on the
Midland railway land.

Hon. 8ir H. B. LEFROY: Tt was Midland
railway land, but is not so now. It belongs
to citizens of the State; not to the company.
1t is beld and occnpied by scttlers who
bounght it from the Midland railway com-
pany. This is one of the Best patches of
tand for mixed farming in Western Aus-
tralia. The results from the distriet have
been excellent. The hon. member asked how
many settlers there were in the vicinity.
The eountry is all settled up to a point north
of Piawaning. The question, however, is
how te get there. Piawaning is on a sand
plain. Tt is not advisable to leave the rail-
way there, but it is well to earry it on to
country whieh will be served and which is
capable of great prodmetion. This area is
held generally by people whe are in a posi-
tion te put money into it if they omly had
better railway facilities. At present they
have to cart wheat 25 miles. On the oceasion
when members of Farliament macde  their
visit. on one property there were 2,000 acres
of wheat growing and all that had to be
rorted 25 miles. That is enterprise. The
eountry cannot be left without railway com-
munieation if the State is te get the best
out of it. The people cannot be cxpected to
spend their money there unless they can do
so profitably to themselves.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Why should we
build up their hopes falsely, knowing well
there is no possible chavee of their getting
the line for some years?
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Hon. Sir H. B. LEFROY: There is no
ground for such a remark as that.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: On acconnt of the
railways already authorised.

Hon. T. Walker: We must take them in
their order,

Hon. Sir H. B. LEFROY: Let the people
know that Parliament is satisfied that the
country should have a railway,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: That is not neces-
sary. .

Hon. Sir H. B. LEFROY: And that when
the State is in a position to do so, the line
will be built.

Hon. P. Collier: It is not lhonest for Par-
linment to pass Railway Bills when the
lines cannot be constructed for years ~ to
conre.

Hon. Sy H. B. LEFROY: That has been
done over and over again., We want to en-
eourage the people there to open up the
country, and to feel tbat they will have
railway communication as soon as the State
can give it to them. It may be urged that
this is Midland railway country. I am sure
the members of the Opposition will not use
that argument, When these Bills were be-
forc the House previously they took a broad-
minded view of the position,

Mr. Johnstou: Do the Midland railway
company own much of this land{

Hou. Sir H. B. LEFROY: Most of it is in
private hands. 1t is not the cost of the
Iand which matters so much. 1t is the people
who go on the land who make it valuable
to the State. TFhe priee of our land is 15s.
per acre at the most, which is a mere baga-
telle, and mmeh of it has been sold by the
tiovernment at a considerably lower priec.
It is the people who produce who benefit

the State. That is what we want to
see in’ this country, and that is why it
is proposed to construct this railway. The

Advisory Board has reported twice on the
proposal, and on cach oceasion in most glow-
ing terms. The late Surveyor General, Mr.
Johuston, informed me that it was one of the
finest piceces of country in Western Austra-
lia. Tf we ean put a railway into it I am
sire the State would derive great benefit.
The people there were told years ago that
tha Government would build a line at the
earliest possible moement.

Hon. P. Collier; Other parts of the Siate
are being told the same thing, and in some
ingtances the construction was authorised 10
years ago.

Hon, Sir H, B. LEFROY: That may be
30. The bLest country is now occupied and
1 suppese there will be something like 25,000
bags of wheat from that locality. There are
now about 25000 sheep pastured on it.
Country of that description responds to im-
provement. -~ {ts earrying capacity can be
very much improved by clearing and cultiva-
tion. The railway through this distriet would
give overy eneouragemecnt to the people to
improve their holdings and make three blades
of grass grow where one grew before, as we
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have leard, and carry perhaps 10 sheep
where one was earried before. Crops in this
district have been known to yield up to 25
bushels to the aere. T know of owe erop
which has reached as high as 30 bushels to
the acre, T do not say that the whole erop
will average that, but portions are yielding
30 hushels to the aere, The country has an
exceellent rainfall, No such thing as a dreught
is known there, and water can be secured
with faeility. As the member for lrwin,
when land salesman for the Midland Railway
Company, used to tell us, it is splendid counn-
try for making tanks and the ground will
hold like a bottle. The hon. member was
quite right. It is grand country for tank
yinking, and there is everything in the coun-
try which will add to the wealth of the com-
munity if the settlers are only given those
facilitics for carrying on production which is
s6 necessary for the State. I trust that the
Bill will he rovcived with approbation. It ia
not a Bill te authorise the conatruction of a
railway nt once, but merely to make it law-
ful to construct the railway northwards for
about 24 miles from Piawaning to tap some
of the finest eountry in the State. If the set-
tlers in this loeality are now informed that
the Government have the power to binld the
railway when the money is available, it will
put fresh heart into them and induce them
to spend more oun their holdings in readiness
to produce to the utmost when the railway
is provided. T hope the Bill will he sup-
ported as one worthy of consideration; it will
henefit not only the people whom it will serve
hut the State as a whole,

Mr. GARDINER (Trwin) [5-327: I have some
slight diffidence in speaking on this Bill because,
88 the Minister when moving the second reading,
clearly put it, I am attorney for one of the largest
holders of land there, and I rather pride myzelf
that in this House mever once have I spoken or
voted on any measure in which I have been
directly ‘or indirectly interested,

The Minister for Works: Did I say that ?

Mr. GARDINER : 1 feel, however, that my
constitnents have a right to expect my voice
to be raised on all questions which appertain
to the prosperity of the district. I have two
regrote that there is a mecessity to construct
this line. Ome is that an insane Parliament—
I shall never call it a sane Parliament—turned
down the proposition to buy the whole of the
Midland concession for a million and a-half
sterling. It would have obviated the necessity
for constmcting the Wongen Hills line, and
would have given the State s wonderfully good
asget. This iz gne regrot. My other regret is
that until the Scaddan Government came into
office every obstacle was placed in the way of
the Midland Company putting cut spur lines.
1 tell the House quite candidly thet if they hed
been allowed to put out spur lines to develop
their own country, that country would have
been very much better eerved than it is to-day,
and they conld have given the convenience of this
kine for a distance of 15 instead of 25 miles.
The present line ends in & sandplain; it will
not pay axle grease as it is. The extension of
this line ir my estimation——
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Hon. W. C. Angwin: They did not say that
when they wanted the line buiit.

Mr. GARDINER : They never do; the hon.
member knows that. The line has & dead end
in the sandplain, with no convenience whatever,
and with no settlers worth talking about north,
east, or west of it. We took 33 members through
that district, and I think we established & record
by preferring no request whatever to them.
We told them to look at the country for them-
selves, We treated them well 1 remember
what the then Premier said when he got outback
and saw the class of settler who have to cart
their produce 15 to 25 miles to a railway, He
said, *“ There is to be no more of this dog-in-the.
manger policy. If the Midland railway cannct
give yon facilities to get your produce away,
we shall.”

Mr. Davies: How long ago waa that ¢

Mr. GARDINER: About five yeara. The
Midland Railway Company are going to protest
pretty strongly over this Bill, because it is
proposed to run the line through their country
and to take the traffic that onght to legitimately
belong to the Midland lne. Times without
number I asked varions Ministers to be allowed
to put in spur lines, and similar requests were
preferred in London. The Midland Railway
Company could not raise the money to-day to
put iz s mile of railway, but this is no reason
why the settlers situated 15 to 25 miles from
& railway should be without those comveniences
which both Governments have said should be
not more than 12} miles distant. It will come
a8 a shock and a surprise to this House to know
that not £10,000. of loan money spent in Wes.
tern Australin has been epent in that 277 miles
of Midland country. The only money that
has besn expended there was on a bore to tap
the sub-artesian water, which would have been
of henefit to the whole of the State, This is
the only money which has been spent there,
and I venture to say that the taxation paid by
the Midland Company and its settlers doubles
the cost of any other convenience they receive
either from the State Government or from the
Commonwealth. Tt has become a recognised
saying in that district, “ We are aliens; we
do not exist because we bought land from the
Midland Railway Company, and the oaly time
we are treated as citizens is whem you want to
tax us.” I say without the slightest hesitation
that the men thie railway would benefit are the
sturdiest settlers and the most independent in
Western Australin. We in our distriet do not
go crying to the Government for aseistance;
we try to do things curselves. But is it fair that
these people who are citizens and a good class
of citizen, simply becaues they do not always
go crying to the Government for assistance,
ghould be left without railway communication,
without the right to develop their land profitably
and get their produce to market * The members
who made the trip to which I refer will remember
that they had lunch at Cranmore Park. Before
that they were at the school at Berkehire Vailey.
The Berkshire Valley people are 14 to 15 miles
away ; the Cranmore Park people, whore mem-
bers drove past 2,000 acres of crop, are 25 miles
sway, and the property of which T am the at-
torney is 30 miles away from the railway. -

Hon, W. C. Angwin: How far are they from
the Wongen Hills [ine ?
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Mr. GARDINER : T should say they are quite
20 miles from the Wongan Hills line.

Hon. Sir H, B. Lefroy : They are 25 miles away.

Mr. GARDINER : Tt would cost a mint of
money to provide roads to cart to Wongan Hills.
These peoplo pay for the making of their roads,
but when they bave to cart their produce eo
far every farmer knowe that it is impossible to
carry on profitably. So far did I recognise
this that when I put the price on the Midland
land, T adopted grazing prices as the value for
land beyond 12} miles from the railway. I tried
to prevent the Welsh settlement from going
there. T told these people that it was too far
away for farmers to carry on succcssfully.

Mr. Davies: You cannot beat a Welshman,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: What about a Cornish-
man ¢

Mr. GCARDINER: T would back Comwall
any time.

Hon. P, Collier: T am a bit suspicious ahout
them both.

Mr. GARDINER : These people came from
the Argentine and had funds in the Arpentine
banks., Fome of them are going back now to
try to gmet their money : they have not been
ablo to collect it here. T have been candid with
these people and have told them that it is idie
to ask for a promise of o railway, owing to the
present linancial condition of the State. They
said, ** (live us o promise and let us get a survey
and we will hold on in the same deaperate hope
that we have held on for years,” I hear of
railways being wanted here and there. T re-
alise that they cannot be constructed for years
and the House should realisc this also. T do
not want the House to deny to these settlers,
merely because they are settled on Midland land,
the right to which every citizen is entitled, more
capecially as the C(lgvernment have not spent
& pengy of its loan money in this district. The
Midland Railway Company, with all their fauits,
have created a Stnte within this State, at no
expense whatever to Western  Australin,  Tf
anyone says “ The State gave you the land ”
my reply is, * Very well, you ot the railway.”
The railway could not be built to-day for a
million and a-half of money, and we got about
two million ncres of land for that million and
a-half of money. #o nothing can be said on that
seore, This is the only likely part of that area
whenee there will be o clamour for a railway,
and when citizens of the State, taxable proposi-
tions, ask for the extension of s rsilway from
o dead-end where it is of no carthly use to give
them rensonable facilities, let us say that when
the time is opportune and when wa have the
money to construct it we shall give them the
same facilitics as other citizens enjoy to-day. I
am warm on this subject because T have it ab
heart, and not from any personal interest. Per-
sonally it will not do me one atom of good.
These constituents, mostly those of the memher
for Moore, contentl, and rightly so, that thev have
not the facilities or the conveniencesto which they
arc entitled. They have the land and the rain-
fell, and everything which could make a pros.
perous settlement, but it is wtterly impossible
for them to make progress until they get railway
conveniences. I shall be candid and admit
that, as.the Bill suguests, there in some Midland
land unoccupied to the north of this. I think
that within 10 or 15 miles of the railway we
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would be able to get 20 farms out of it, but there
ia & large area of sandplain. Members whe
made the trip went through 90 milea of this
country and I took good care that they did mot
soe a poor acre, This is the clasa of land which
muns right up to the reilway north from Piawan-
ing. I donot expect that any man hasmorestrongly
advocated agricultural lines than have I. Not
even the member for Kanowna has been a stronger
advocate of the Esperance line, but merely
because I helped other members, I do not wish
them to help me or my constituents, or Sir
Henry Lefroy’s constitutents, to get this railway.
If the line will not stand on its own basis, T ask
that the sanction of the Homse be extended
to the proposition as a tardy act of justice to-
wards these settlers who could have had the
railway long ago had the Government allowed
the Midland Company to construet the line
when they could have got the money.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fremantle)
{5:46]: T bope that the member for Irwin
{Mr. Gardiner} is not of the opinion that the
Houss would refuse to consider & railway becouse
it has to be constructed over a. portion of the
Midland Railway Company’s land.  We recogmise
that the land is portion of Western Australia
the same as any other part of the State. We
recognise that the land was granted to the
Midland Railway ("ompany on the understanding
that they constructed the railway. That railway
has been comstrncted, Tt is not a matter of
whether it is the Midland Railway Company's
land or State land, which will be opened up hy
this line. Undoubtedly a portion of the Jand
which will be served by the line is within the
Midland Company's territory, but that is not
the point. The point which is of interest to
membors is whether we shall keep on year after
yvear building up false hopes in the hearts of
the scttlers, The point is as to whether we shall
continue to bring down railway Bills when we
know that there is no possibility for years to come.
of these lines being constructed. We nre asked
to pass mailway Billa like this to engourspge
people to go into these areas and settle there in
the hope that at an carly date the railway will
be Luilt, although we know there is no hope of
it for years to come.

Mr. Cardiner: There nre settlers there al-
readly.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: But there arc some
large arens which are not settled yet.

Mr. Uardiner: Not to any considerable
extent.
Hon. W. C. ANUWIN: The Minister has

already indicated that there aro large aress
belonging to the Midland Railway Company
which can be opened up and the reports in
“ Honsard ’ when the railway Bill was before
the House in 1912, when 310 odd miles were
authorised, and also the Bill which was passed
in 1913, indicate that there were large orcas
to be opened up.

The Minister for Worka: T said that this
railway was to serve good land which waa settled.

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN: And there is a lot
wnsettled and this Bill will encourage other
people to go there because the railway has been
passed by Parliament, It is not & question
of the railway itself. No member sitting in
opposition would be willing to vote against the
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oonstruction of & railway mo maiter to what
part of the State it was to go, so long as we knew
that the railway could be constructed within
& reasonable time, We are doing wrong in
carrying & Bill such as this knowing that it is
impossible to give effect to the measure for years
to come, There are other railways which have
been authorised, and let us consider the position.
There is the Esperance railway which was agreed
to five or six years ago. There is the Bussclton -
Margaret River milway agreed to over live
years ago. There is the extension of the
Kondinin-Merredin  line, which was carried
some time ago, and the Nyabing-Pingrup exten.
sion which was passed in 1015. That is the
next line to be built after the Esperance railway.
Then there was another line which we agreed to
last year, namely, the Wyaleatchem-Mt. Marshall
extension.

Mr. Johnston: And there is the Dwarda-
Narrogin extension which was agreed to in 1914,

Hon., W. (. ANGWIN: We have all these
Jines anthorised by Parlinment. "No doubt
the war has delayed the construction of these
lines, but the money market in all probability
will delay the construction of these lines for a
still greater period. In addition to that, the
incrensed cost of materials and goods will ad.
versely aftect the position. To pass another
RBill for a further railwny extension when we
know that it will not be possible to do anything
with it for years to come, is entirely wrong. The
passage of the Bill will lead people to think
they will have the railway therc at an early date
but members should realise that there is no
possibility of it being eonstructed within the
next: eight or nine years. This system is wrong
ond it is time that we should take some cognisance
of that fact and deal fairly with the people settled
in the country districts. I bave no objection
to the line whatever but if there i3 no possibility
of it being constructed within a reasonable time,
it is wrong for the House to pass the measure.

Hon. P. COLLIER : I move -
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion declared carried.

The Minister for Works: I called for o divi-
sion.

Mr. O'Loghlen: No, you did not.

The Premier: Yes, he did.

Mr. ('Loghlen: It is different when he calls
out in ordinary cases.

Tho Minister for Works : 1 colled loudly. ' __

Mr. SPEAKER : I am sorry 1 did not hear
the Minister. I did not think that he salled
for & division.

Division taken with the following result :—-

Ayes . .
Noes ... o 19
Majority against ... .. 10
ATEsB.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Lambert
Mr. Brown Mr. Walker
Mr. Chessen Mr. Wilson
Mr. Colller Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Holman , (DPeller.)
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Nors.
Mr. Angelo Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Broun Mr. Nairn
Mr. Davies Mr. Pickering
Mr. Duft Mr, Plesse
Mr. Durack Mr. Pilkington
Mr. Gardiper Mr, Stubbs
Mr. George Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Harrison Mr. Veryard
Mr. Johnston Mr, Hardwick
Sir H. B, Lefroy : {Telier.)

Motion thus negatived.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [5:-54]: I am
ab a loss to understand why the Government
arc so anxious to force this Bill through at this
stage.

Mr. O’Loghien: There is an election coming
on.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We have been sitting
here since August last. There have been plenty
of opportunitics of intreducing the Bill at an
earlier date if it was so urgent, and having regard
to the Notice Paper, secing that there are only
one or two matiers to be dealt with, we should
have had an opportunity of looking into it. The
Bill has only been hrought before our motice
to-day. This is the first we have heard of this
matter of constructing a Jine from Piawaning
to somewhere clse. T doubt whether {wo-thirds
of the members have ever heard of Iiawaning
before. For my part, I have not heard of it.
‘The Minister brought a number of plans relating
to the railway and laid them on the Talle.
He might just as well have left them at his
oltice.

The Minister for Works: The report has been
on the Table for some time.

Hon. P. COLLTER : T know that, but mem.
bers cannot go through all the reports which are
laid on the Table. When busincss comes before
the House, members then avail themselves of
the opportunity of perusing reports bearing on
the subject. When the Bill was brought down
to-day, if the debate had been adjourned, one
would have had a chanoe of looking up the
papers dealing with the railway. Tt is useless
to endeavour to look up plans and reports when
a Bill is under discussion. We are now asked
to vote for the construction of a railway which
will cost £140,000 and we are not even permitted
24 hours in order to examine the project in
which so large a sum is involved, It is no
wonder that this State is in such a parlous com.
dition financially, when matters involving so
Jarge a sum of money are not considered worthy
of consideration. We ore asked to pass this
measure without & moment's notice. We have
been spending day after day discussing matters
that do not mean a pound to this State. When
matters affecting the finances are before us,
we are asked to swallow them holus bolus. The
Minister in introducing the Bill stated in reply
to an interjection that he did not know how
many settlers were to be served by the railway.
Apparently it ie of no importance as to how
many eettlers it is intended to serve. We are
asked to commit this State to an expenditure
of £140,000 and yet the Minister does not know
how many people are in the district ! No member
of this House, except those with a personal know-
ledge of the district, can possibly know. We have
been giver no information by the Minister. The
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bor. gentleman does not know where the railway
ends, and be docs not know how many settlers
it will serve. But, nevertheless, he urges us
to pass the Bill. It is no wonder that this
country finds itself in financial difficulties, T
protest against being forced to consider a matter
of this kind without having an opportunity
of making myvelf conversant with the information
that is available.

The Minister for Worke : Oh, pass the second
reading !

Hon. P. COLLIER : No. When we pass the
second reading we pass tho Bill. The Com-
niitee work on such a measure as this is only
formal, and does not count at all. I want to
bove a Jook where the line is going, and an
opportunity of judging of the area to be served,
Home members may take their work in such a
light fashion that they are not concerned as to
whom this proposed line will serve, but I want
such information before I agree to & proposition
involving such heavy cxpenditure. T say I
should not be doing my duty by the State unless
1 insisted om obtaining the fullest information.

Mr. Teesdale: What about the 33 members
of Parliament who went there *

Hon. P. COLLIER: They went out in the
moming, end made a motor tour, and returned
the samo evening. 1M course they gathered a
{::t of information! 1 was one of those 33 mem-

eTS,

Mr. Teesdale: I was thinking of that: and
you promised the sottlers the railway.

Hon. T. COLLIERY: No.

Mr, Teesdale : Well, Johnson did !

Hon. W. C, Angwinr: Johngon was not there,

Hon. P. COLLIER : Mr. Johnson was not of
the party, and in any case L hope the hon. member
does mot propose to commit me to anything
and everything that was promised by one who
happened to be a colleague of mine in years
gone Ly,

Hon. W. €. Angwin: Especially Johnson!

Hon. P. COLLIER: Docs the member for
Roebourne think that a peregrinating party of
politiciana—— —

Hon. Sir H, B. Lefroy: The leader of the
Opposition dots not scem to hoave & very high
opinion of politiciana.

Hon, P. COLLIER: VYes, I have; but not
8o high an opinion as to lead me to believe that
i the course of & few hours’ motor ride politicians
can judge of the capabilities of a district and
of its need, or otherwise, for a railway.

Mr. Teesdale: That is how you came to
give us that curge the Port Hedland line, as
the result of a hurried peregrination!

Hon, P. COLLIER : I want to avoid & repeti-
tion of what occurred on that occasion. I was
not & member of the party to which the hon.
member refers, but I have no doubt that the
railway in question would not have been con-
structed but for that party. What do two-
thirds of the members of this House know re.
gording the merits of the railway now proposed ?
Nothing whetever, There are, however, some
things that oll members know, and they are
these: We do know, as the member for North-
East Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin' has said,
that this Parliament is already committed to
the construction of a number of railways, Even
go far back as six years ago, various railways
had been authorised for different parts of the
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State. Those railways ato not yet conatructed,
Their construction i not even in sight. There
are other districts for which no railway Bills
have yet been passed, but which have been asking
for railway communication for the period of a
generation, and have been promised lines. But
nothing has been done in those coses. Apart
from railways already authorised but mot yet
constructed, there are places like Y orkrakine,
Yorkerakine has beem settled for the past 12
years or more. The Yorkrakine people are
in & somewhat similar position to those whom
it is proposed to serve by this Piawsning rail.
way ; that is to say, they find themselves be.
tween two stools, between two eristing lines
ench of which is further from them than what is
considered to be fair carting distance. What
ia going to be done for Yorkrakine settlers?
Then there ja the distriet weat of Merredin,
through which a number of members of Par.
lisment flew in & motor car. During a stoppage
of 20 minutes those membhers met a deputation,
and promised them a railway. Thereupon
the members came back to Parliament House
oind put through a Bill for the construction of
that railway. Dut that railway is not yet in
sight.

The Premijer: Yes, it is. We are berinning
it.

Hon. F. COLLIER: It is wronz for men
holding the responsible position of members
of Parliament to fool the people by passing
such railway Bills while lnowing perfectly well
that there is not the slightest powsibility of the
railwaya being constiucted for years to come.
That is not a policy which we should pursue,

The Premicr: Who can say how soon railway
material will become cheaper *

Mr, ("Loghlen : It will not be cheaper before
next Parliament, any way.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The cost of matenal
will follow the price of money, and the Premier
showed what he thinks the price of money will
be in asking the Houese, as he did yesterday,
for authority to increase the rate of interest
that may be paid for the money which he proposecs
to borrow. This proposed Piawaning railway,
the Minister for Works tells us, will cost 25
per cent. above the estimate which was made
in June last. Tn eix montha the estimated
cost has pone up 25 per cent., which means
that for 24 short miles of railway we shall have
to pay nearly £140,000. We know that our
present financial difi.culties are due mainly,
if not entirely, to the policy of railway com-
struction which has been pureued in this *tiate.
Last year's deficit on our railways amonnted
in round (gures to £400,000. We have ono
mile of railway for every B7 inhabitants of thia
country. le it any wonder that our railway
system is not poying when there are only 87
persons, men, women, and children, to provide
traitc for each mile of railway !

Mr, Johnston: And 40 per cent, of the popu-
lation are in the metropolitan aren.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, that is the point.
Those 40 per cent. are ecarcely using the rail.
ways ab all, except for passenger trafle. We
are over-built in the matter of railways pro-
portionately to our population in a greater
degree—this may be news to hon members- -
than any other country in the world.
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The Premier: But the goldfields of this
State take up & tremendous arca.

Hon. P. COLLIER : I am not talking about
area. I am talking about population. There
is not another country in the world that has
anything like the same railway mileage to popu-
lation as Western Australin has. TIs it any
wonder that our railway system incurs losses ?
And here, instead of adopting & policy which
will fill up all those unoccupied lands that are
served by existing rmailways, we propose to
stretch out our railway system still further
into now territory. Our railways are not paying
- because they run for scores of miles, and even
for hundreds of miles, through country that is
very sparsely populated.

The Premier: The country between Southern
Cross and Men'ies cannot he settled.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But there are other
arcas served by railways which can be settled.
The policy of the country should be—-and I
venture to say that finoncial stringency will
compe] the adoption of such a policy--to cease
wddingz to our burdens by railway construction
and to furce into production the large arcas of
land which are already served by railwavs but
are lying unused at the present time. ‘That is
the policy which ought to be pursued if Western
Australia i3 not to be landed in more inancial
difticulties, This argument is nothing new.
Year after year our Commissioners of Railways
have complained of the fact that railways are
being built without any refercnce at all to the
Working Railways Department, that the new
lines are simply handed over to that depart-
ment with a demand that they shall be made to

Pay. .

The Minister for Works: But you do mot
toke any notice of the rcports of the Railway
Commissioners! The House should take notice
of those reports, but does not do so.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Unfortunately it is
true that Parlinment bhas not taken any notice
of those repotts. It would have been innitely
hotter for the country had Parlinment listened
to the warnings on this score which were given
by Railway Commissioners in the past. Tt
would have been n better policy to lay down that
the heads of the Railway Departments should
be consulted before the construction of any
railway was resolved upon. DBut there is the
fact: by this Bill we are proposing to add to
our mileage, which is admitied on all hands to
be excessive already ; and the increased popu-
lation which we shall get as the result of the
construction of this reilway 13- awhat ?  Poussibly
a dozen or two of new settlers.

Mr. Daviea: Nine hundred immigrants will
be arriving next month,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: By what boat ?

Mr. Davies: The * Zealandic.”

Hon. W. €. Angwin: Not 700!

Hon. P. COLLIER : T am not talking about
the gain of population by immigration, but
the pain which will acerue as the result of settle-
ment that will follow the construetion of this
proposed railway—30, or 40, or perhaps 50
new gettlers. Can we afford to spend £140,000
in order to secure hatf a hundred settlers ?

Setting suvpended from 6-15 to 7-30 pm.
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Hon, P. COLLIEE: I should Llike to
assure the members for Irwin (Mr.
(iurdiner) and Moore (Hon. Sir 1L B.

Lefroy) that I approach the question of
the construction of this railway abselutely
free from any prejudice against either the
settlers or the digtrict. As the member for
Irwin stated, I endorsed the scntiments ex-
[ressed by my then leader that the men
who were developing the lands along the
Midland railway ought to bo regarded in
the same light as those settled on Crown lands,
ought to have the same consideration. I
fully uppreciate the difliculties which the
settlers in this particular district bave
been labouring under for a number of years.
[ am not opposed to the construction of a
railway to serve them, bLut I Bay, as the
member for North-llast Fremantle hbas
already staled, we are merely fooling them,
One would imagine that we were ready to
proveed right away with the construction
uf this railway. The Minister for Works
wants to gailop the Lill through to-night.
Apparently he is quite ready to begin the
construction to-morrow; rveady with a garg
of men to proceed to Piawaning right away
and get on with the work. But we know
that he has alremdly 205 miles of railway
suthorised, the eonsiruction of which has
uot yet begun. Nearly the whole of those
railways, five in all, have been authorided
tor periods of five and six yeara, Yet we
are asked to rush the Bill throughk to-night
in order, apparently, to aford the Minister
an opportunity for beginuing the construction
to-morrow meorning.

The Minister for Works: That is not so.

Hon, P, COLLIER: Then why all this
Liuste§ Whether the Bill be passed to-day
or even this session, the period of coustrue-
tion will not be brought uenrer by one
hour, [t maticra not the slightest to the
settlers in the district whether the Bill
gocs through this session or next acssion.
Certainly they will not be any uncarer to
heving the railway eonstructed.  This
House has alraady decided by resolution
that railways shall be constructed in the
order of priority in  which they passed
through Parlinmeni; so before thia latest
line cnn be commenced, if we are to ecarry
out the decision of the House in that
resveet, the Minister has to make a start
with the construction of 205 miles of rail-
ways proviously authorised. But I want to
agk, is the time oppertune to build railwaya
at a eost of £5,000 or £6,000 per mile out
of loan funda for which we¢ have 1o pay
6% wper cent. interest? This railway and
any other works te be construeted for
sime timo to come will be burdened with
6% por cent. interest for all time. I do not
know whether it is because we are ap-
preoaching an cleetion and it is intended to
make the path of some particular eandidate
cagier through his being able to say, ¢‘We
have seenred the passage of a Bill to con-
struct a railway for you, so your railway
ia assured.”’ T know not whether that ba
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the vbjeet, but certainly the passing of the
Bill this session can have no result affect-
ing the sottlers concermed. With a populn-
tiov of anly 330,000 we have some 4,000
ntiles of raijlway whieh last year showed a
less of £400,000.  Stretching out in all
direetions we hkave railways running for
bundreds of miles through sparsely popu-
Iated countey; and apparently woe propose
to continue that poliey and ran out lines
here and there in order to pick up 20 or 30
scttlers wha happen to be isoiated, without
 railway gervice, We are going to in-
tensify vur finanecial dithenlties i we pursue
1his policy, if we do not tarn our attention
to seeing that the lands already served by
railways shall be  better utilised than they
are at present. | owill not vote against the
Bill, I it be any gatisfaction to those von-
corned to wnow thai the Bill has passed
the House, I will ot deprive them of thar
comtort; but its passing this session will
not bring the construction of the railwav
any tearer.  The time has arvived when
we rhonld vy halt te the paying of some-
thing like £140000 for the building of =a
24 mile stretch of raibway. We can never
mitke one railways pay at that cost and
with a bunden of interest at 614 per eent,

The PREMIER (Houn. J. Mitehell—Nor
them) |7.87]: 1 ean quite understand the
atlitude of the leader of the Opposition.
0Of conrse this line cannot he bailt for the
next few months,

Hon, 1. Collier: ¥ew months!

The PREMIJER: Well, the hon, member
taulked of building it to-morrow morning.
Bay the next 12 months if you like. Tt
has been the practice to authorise lmes
some time abeul of consirnetion, We have
heard of Luilding railways ahead of settle-
ment, hut if that were attempted it would
resnlt in n considerable loss. Tt is true we
have o great many miles of railway, but
it is trae also that we have many industries
demanding railways. Take the gold mining
industry. There wouid have been but very
little gold if it had not becn for the hun-
dreds of miles of railway laid to the several
goldfields. Then the timber industry de-
mands many miles of railways. But apart
from their earninga, the railways are of
tremendous benefit to the country. It has
heen conteaded that the spur lines have not
paid. The view I take is that but for the
spur agricaltural railways the general sys-
ten would have been loging to-day a great
deal more than it is losing. These spur
agricniturzl Jines do pay, because but for
them there would be no traffic for the
wain lines, Years ago our friends opposite
authorised railways which have not yet
been built. We are about to build a rail-
way at Esperance, a line authorised years
ago by our friends opposite.

Hon. T. Walker: Authorised by Parlia-
ment.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That iz not the only
one.
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The PREMIER: No, it is not the only
one which you authorised. If those lines
had been built when anthorised it would
have been a good thing ior the State, be-
cause they would have been built much
more cheaply than is now posgible.  Then
there are other lines waiting to be built.
We ean have no real oxpansion or develop-
ment without Jaying down new liner of
riilway, There are the Yorkrakio and the
Esperanee distriets to be devejoped.

Hon. P. Collier: We have been talking
ahont Yorkrakine for years, but apparcutly
we- are not doing anything yet.

The 'REMIER: Yes we are. We are do-
ing all we ean, At present, of course, we
cannot build railwiys beeause it ig jmpossible
to get rails. But that will anot last much
longer. 1 do not expect the present’ price of
material will keep up for long. The prices
of everything else coming down.

[Ton, B, Collier: Except wheat.

The PREMIER: And wool. I believe iron
and steel will be very much eheaper before
Jong. The world’s trade must be restoredl.
The same deposits are there, the same peeple
are back at work and there is more machinery
available than ever before. But unfortunately
sete  people who endeavour to grow rich
quickly have been at work, and so the high
prices are only now beginning to fall. When
those priees do fall 1 haope it will be the poliey
of the country to build these lines as quivkly
as possible. If the Esperance line could be
lmilt now, and if the Iand there 13 as goold
as we balieve it to be, we would be ablo to
put in 500 or 400 farmers on virgin land there
straight away.

Hon. P. Collier: The existing railways were
huilt when money was costing four per eent.
Yet we are losing on them to-day, and now
we are going to build more railways with
money at 6% per eent.!

The PREMIER: Withont these railways it
wounld be a very poor country indeed. One
might just as well say that the reads which
hive been built are net paying. Of course
they are paying.

Fon. P, Collier:
direct loss.

The PREMIER: Yes, and rightly so. On
the railways it amounted to £400,000 last year.
Biet the hon. member knows full well that
there is a very substantial indirect gain. The
Minister for Works Las told us that the cost
of railways constrnetion, which was once from
£5,600 to £1,800 per mile, is now £4,000 per
mile. We know that but 1 think the House
reglises that these lines cannot be built
straight away.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Why aunthorise rail-
wivs yoars hefore we ean build them?

The PREMTER: Why should we not?

Ton. W. C. Angwin: Because it is putting
people into a false position.

The PREMIER: It is right to let the
people know that we are going to build these
lines. Tt helps development. Do yon mean to
say that, as we intend to do, we could go into
thie Esperance district to develop it if the line

But | am referring to the
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had not heen authorised?

Hon. W, C. Angwin: But for the war those
authoriged lines would have been built.

The PREMIER: Yes, the war is respon-
sible for the delay in the construction of the
lines authorised. But for the high cost of
money and material the lines would have been
vonstrueted ere this. The llouse knows well
amd the hon, member knows well that we must
authorise some distanee ahead of construction.
. There is every chance of material eheapening
in the futnre. 1 do not know Tow far off
ihat time may be.

Men. W. C. Angwin: It is only fooling these
people.

The PREMIER: T have no intention of
fooling the people. T told them the line could
not he built straight away, but they say if they
have the assurance given by the passing of the
Rill they will go on with the work of develop-
ing their properties, clearing and preparing
their Tands. Situated as they are it woulld be
rither foolish of them to Ao it unless they
knew that the IHouse was favourable to the
vonstricetion of the line. I know that the lines
which have been authorised must be built first.

Mr. Joimston: We are pleased to have your
assurance on that.

The PREMIER: After all what is the mile-
age we have to face? Tt is infinitesimal,
The land which is undeveloped is not nearly
sn large in extent as some hon. members he-
lieve. I hope the House will agree to the
authorisation. I admit that the line cannot be
built straight away. Just as my friends when
they authorised the construction of the Esper-
anee line——

Ton. T, Walker: We stavted it, and it would
have been through to Norseman before this
it we had remained in power,

Hon. W. £, Angwin: We were in oftice for
three years before you ailowed uvs to pass the
Bil.

The PREMTER: I wish to impress on mem-
bers that when we talk of having a mile of
railway to every 90 people in the State that
hardly sets ont the position.

Mr, Willcock: The Midland railway is not
ineluded in that.

The PREMIER: I hope members will rea-
lise that this railway, like others, is neeessary
to open up the ecountry and must he built
sooner or later, T hope the House will au-
thorise the construction of the linc.

Me, O'LOGIILEN (Forrest) [7.501: T do
not suppnse theve can be any valid objection
lo.the construction of the line provided the
I'vemier is candid enough to intimate that it
is squst one little additional argument that he
will have to offer when he is approaching the
imople in a couple of months ’time.

The Minister for Works: An eleetion ery?

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: The Minister for
Works, T do not suppose, is looking for that,
Whenever the general eleetions are approaeh-
ing the shop window is always dressed up.
Just now it is pretty cmpty.

The Premier: There is nothing in it.
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Mr, OTL.OGHLEN: As the Premier admits,
there is nothing in it. [ have never known
a Government go to the country with such a
larren revord.

The Premier: The people who are going to
support you were never so well off, Thai
is the best vecord that 1 ean refer to.

My, OLOGHLEN: The Premier ias left
it late jn the day to refer to revords. The
faet is that he has not produced ome argn-
ment to combat those advanced by the leader
of the Opposition aud-the member for North-
East Fremantle,

The Minister for Works: They did not put
AP any arguments.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Of course they did.

The Minister for Works: Benevolent state-
ments, no arguments,

Ion. . Collier: You tol! us yom did not
koaw how wmany scttlers were on this area.

My, O'LOGHLEN: Tt will greatly svr-
prise me if the Bill goes to a division and
the members who have authorised vailways in
tieir own cleetorates support it, What posi-
tion would the member for Sussex, the mem-
ber for Williams-Naorvogin, the member for
Katanning be in if, by deliberate vote thew
sanetioned the authorisation of this sum of
maney for another railway when there i# no
possibility within the next few years of
building it? )

The Premier: This was promised years agn.

My, O'LOGUHLEN: If I am in the next
Parliament I ghall support it, and there i3 ho
doubt an overwhelming majority of members
will support it. The member for North-East
Fremantle hit the nail on the head when ho
saill that certain negotiations will be carried
on if thiy anthorisation goes through., If the
Bill passes we will find that vendors of land
i that loeality will nse it as a trump eard
i ovder to get inflated prices for the proper-
ties they have to dispose of, and the person
who goes to settle there will find that he will
have to wait for nearly a deeade before the
material gets cheap enough to warrant the
constrnetion of this line. The Premier atates
that it will be built when material gets cheap.
The Premier does not know when material
will he cheaper than it is to-day.

The Premier: I did not say that.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I heard the Premier
sty that 100 miles of railway was the limit
of the Govermment’s resourees.

The Premier: Oh ne.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: He was not preparod
to go to 150 miles to please his supporters.

The Premier: T said not less than 100
miles,

Mr. Johuston: We must speed him up.

Mr, O’'LOGHLFEN: You, Mr. 8&peaker,
have done some trenching in your time, dnd
T am sure you never measnred a mile when
a chain would keep you going for a weok, It
is the long track that always breaks one’s
heart. Here is the opportunity for the Pre-
mier for the next two years, that is, if he
wots haeck. People were led to believe many
vears ago that they would have railway facili-
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ties provided; definitc promises were made
and the Bilis authorising the construction of
the lines were passed. Now it ig™not fair
to those people to sunction the comstruction
of further lincs in view of the fact that not
aven a sod has been turned in any of the
other districts. We have no definitc proof
even that the new Parliament will take the
anthorised railways in rotation,

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: There is nothmg
provided for this onc on the Loan Estimatces.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN:, The Premier hag told
us that he has no intention of immediately
building the line. Therefore what harm can
be done if we delay the passing of the Bill?
The Premier has no chanee of turning the sod
of this railway before next Cbristmas 12
montha.

Mr. Harrison:
work?

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: The Premier said that
he eould not survey this line for another 12
months, Therefore why raise false hopes!?

The Premier: We can get it ready,

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: The object of passing
the RBill is to satisfy some of the constituents
of members opposite who are hungering for
railway facilitics, The hon. member who re-
presents the district will be able to say that
the atage has been advanced a step further,
the Government having authorised the con-
stenetion of the line. Tt will be a trump eard.
It is a window dressing affair after all, and
T am gurprised that the Minister for Works
was induced by hiz colleagues to bring for-
waril & proposition which he in his heart
knows cannot be tackled,

The Minister for Works: I ean tackle it.

Mr. O’LOGIILEN: The Minister knows
that there are five or gix railways authorised
and he cannot satisfy the people interested
as to when they are likely to be built, We
know the position of the money market,
and we know what the cost of material is.
The Premicr has ventured the opinion that
materia] will get cheaper, but I do not know
whether lie has anything with which to but-
tress that stateruent,

The Premier: The Speaker will not let me
tell you now.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The Premier might
have told the 1Touse on what he based the
information.

What about the preparatory

Mr, Jobnston:.There is a heavy tariff on
rails now.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Ts there anything
eheap?  Ts there any indieation that prices

are coming down?

The Minister for Works:
cnough,

Hon, T'. Collier: Then you wounld not get
much on a valee basis,

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: When moncy is avail-
sthle, if T ean give the Bill a vote in support
T shall do so. In justice to the people who
have already been waiting for five or six
years for railways sanctioned by Parliament,
and in justice to the people in the loenlity to
lie served whose hopes we are trying to raise
hy the passing of the Bill, the House would

Talk is cheap
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be wise in postponing the question for an-
other Year or so in order to see what progress
is tade in the divection of delivering the
goods we have already promised.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [8.0]: I ahall
support this Bill on different grounds from
those given by the leader of the Opposition,
the member for North-East Fremantle (Hon.
W. C. Angwin), and the member for For-
rest (Mr. O'Loghlen). They stated it wae
of no use granting anthority for the con’
struction of this line becanse many years
must clapse before it eould be commenced.
Fremier of the State during the past six
years.  The deputations represented peo-
e in these country districts, and they
always asked the Premier to give them
some  assurance  that  they should one
day get their railway. They also wanted to
have the survey made beforehand so that
they might know in what direetion the line
would be built. Some wmembers opposite
have taken part in those deputations, The
farmers want to know whether a line will
be built near their holdings beeauze they
want to prepare for inercased production.
There is something lacking on the part of
various Governments, At present many of
the settlers do not know where they stand.
Many have had to wait for years without
any assistance being afforded to them.

ITon. W. C. Angwin:
for railway construction,

Mr. HARRISON: A good deal more should
be done hy the Government than has been
dane in this direction. Surveyora in the
country could have heen utilised to have the
Hecessary surveys made. It was amusing to
hear the member for Forrest refer to win-
dow dresaing and electioneering. If during
the past fortnight there has heen any
window dressing and filling up of ‘‘Han-
sard’’ to be vready for mnext Mareh,
are we on this side of the House
moro pguilty than wmembers on the Op-
position benches  The Minister for Works
has had two reports from the ad-
visory beard, and yet he has only brought
down one Bill to authorise the construection
of a railway, He has lost an opportunity
for window dressing. The Yorkrakine-North
Baandee railway has been waiting for years.
In the Covernor’s Speeeh when the Sead-
dan Goverument were in office it was stated
that the survey would be wmade in 1914, but
that survey hag not yet been made. We have
hal placed on the Table of the Tlouse two
reporta of the advisory board, Tt appears
from one of these reports that there are
448,500 acres of land in the loenlity to bhe
sorved, of which 289,000 acrea are alienated
and in process of alienation. There are in
addition 126,529 acres of forest land rcleared
aud a rconsiderable quantity of forest land
nneleared, The line that this report deals
with could well he built i conjunetion with
the one now before us.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Ts that not window dreas-
ing?

There is no money
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My, HARRISOX: That is what the Min-
ister for Works could have brought forward
if he had been desirous of window dressing.

Hon. T. Walker: You are doing it now
for your constituents.

Mr. HARRISON: T am merely showing
what we on this side are not doing in the
way of winilow dressing.

Har, W, C. Angwin;
now.

Mr, TTARRISON: We should be foolish if
we did not take the tip given to us by the
member for Forrcst. I am aurprised, how-
ever, that the Minister for Weorks did not
do it. It ix the policy of the Government
and of Parliament to invrense the produe-
tion of the Btate and te show to those who
are scttied on the knd that they will eventu-
lly be afforded facilities for the marketing
of their produce. During the Iast fow years
it has been impossible to build new railways,
but there is a chance of doing it now and
we ghould take that opperhumity.

Me, O'Loghlen: Where is it?

Mr, Davies: Tt is coming.

Mr, O'loghlen: So is judgment day.

Me. HARRISON: It would he a warranty
that the Government were in earnest in try-
ing to give these seltlers the necessary
facilities at the earliest pessible opportunity.
1t would stimulate them to further produe-
tion. Let those men have these facilitics so
that instead of spending months carting
their wheat to the sidings they can go on tv
their seed beds and prepare their land for
further produetion,

You ave doing it

Mr.  JONUXNSTON  (Willinms-Narrogin)
[8.7]: T have alwayy supported the policy

of opening up the agricultural arcas of the
State by means aof railways, and T do not pro-
pose to depart from that attitude on this
accasion.  After looking at the plan showing
the route of the proposed railway 1 cannot
help remarking on the great differemce in
policy in this propozal compared with the
policy in operation in other railways that arce
being built by the State. Praetically through-
out. the whele length of this proposed line T
notiee the huge areas of land which have
heen granted by way of concessions, to the
Midland Rnilway Company in Western Ans-
tralia. Unfortunately, we do not know how
much of this land has heen sold by the Mid-
Jand Railway Company; we do not know what
proportion of it is in the hands of the wret-
tlers whe have acquired it from them.

The Minister For Works: | gave von the

figures.

Mr, JOHNSTON: Tt was impessible to
take them down at the rate at which the
Minister delivered them, and, as the ad-

jouroment of the debate was refused, T had
1o opportnnity of getting the figures.

Hon, P, Collier: Did you nor join in the
refusal?

Mr. JOTINSTOXN: [t lhias been usnal for
the Government to conduct the business of
the Monse,
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The Minister for Works: There have been
anenated 161,000 aeyes and 106,000 acres
aave yct to he alicnated.

Mr, SPEAKER: The Minister for Waorks
has already addressed himself to the gub-
Ject.

Mr, JOHNSTON: We sec from the map
that this railway wopens wp a huge territory
which has beew grauted to the Midland Rail-
way Coempany, a portion of which has been
re-sold, This line, therefore, differs in policy
from any other line which is being huilt. [t
appears to me that the railway company will
get o huge henefit from the construction of
this line by the increased value that this work
will give to the tands that the company stili
hold.  Any other railway authorised ond
built in this State has hrought great henefit
to the State in the dircetion of opening
up our vacant Crown lands. The plan shows
that the State will receive very little henefit
from the opening up of vacanc Crown lands
in this instanee. | regret that it does mot
show in distinctive colours the area of land
which has been re-sold by the company, The
member for lrwin, who has a great know-
ledge of the Midland railway distriet, thought
that the company might take exception to the
construetion of the line on the ground that
it would rob the eempany of part of its ex-
isting trafic. Taking into considertaion the
hnge arca of land originally granted to that
rompany, which this particolar line will
traverse, [ nm inelined tfo think that the
hencfit the ecompany will receive from in-
ereased land values will he much grenter
than any loss they may sustain through de-
ereased traffic.  The large amount of wnsold
Innd which the Midland Railway Company
«till possess is evidenced by their own anuual
reports, and therefore the company must re-
eoive. great benefit from the eonstruetion of
this line,

Hon, Sir 1. B. lLefroy:
that,

Hon, T. Walker:
Fands of the State.

Mr. JOHNSTON: 1f the Government cx-
ereised the powers conferred apon them un-
der this measure they would be able to ob-
tain the best of the land, if they wished to
do so, for closer scttlement at the value of
the land without any regard to the proposed
railway. The clanse of the Bill which gives
the Governmment power to resume agrieul-
tucal kands if soitable for c¢loser acttlement,
in blocks of over 1,000 acres in extent, pro-
vidles that in ‘the event of compensation he-
ing claimed, no regard shall be had to auy
imereased valne oceasioned by the railway.
This is a very beneficial provision,

Mr. O’Loghlen: When do you hope to
see the Dwarda Railway completed?

Mr, JOTINSTON: The Government might
woll have the unimproved land owned by the
Midland Railway Company clasgified with a
view to taking advautage of that resumption
elawze of the Bl 1 regret the Government
did uot have the snrveys of the line earried
into effcet hefore intraducing the Rill.  That

We eannot help

[t will still open up the
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has been the general practice in years post.
It was iatroduced by the member for Narth-
Bast Fremantle (Hon, W, C. Angwin) when
Minister for Works., It was a very wise
palicy, Mis practice was to ask the authority
of Parliament for a survey Bill for a parti-
ceular line to enable the sutveys to be made
before the Bill authorising the construction
of the line wus brought down, This was of
great advantiage to the communities affected,
hecanse after the survey had been made they
had an opportnnity of having their views
veatilated in the House hefore the building
of the line was actually auvthorised. T am
plensed to have the assorance of the Premier
that it is the desive of the Government to
builil railways, which have heen already au-
tharised by Parliament, hefore the construe-
tion of this particular railway is put in
hand.  Had not that assurance been given,
my support of this line would have been
tempered by a little diffidence. [ shoulid have
felt reluetant to put inte the hunds of the
Government authority 1o constroet his rail-
wny prior to the five or six railways which
have boen authorised, some of them as far
back as 1914, and the construction of which

has not yet Deen commenced. T have
in mind the Margaret River, Esperance,
and Nyabing railway, and last  but
not least the  Narrogin-Dwarda railway,

which was authorised in 1914, I | thought
that the approval of this measwre would in-
terfore with that great public work T wonld
cortainly hesitnte hefore voting for it. Al
the other raflways to which 1 have referred
—gix lhave been  authoriscd—go  through
Crown lands from bheginuing to end.  They
have been authovised for six yvears--—-—

Mr. O’Loghlen: What do the people think
of the promise made six years ago?

Mr, JOHUNSTON: The people think that
these railways should bhe built first of all,
They knrow that, had it not bheen for the
war, either the Labour Qovernment, wha
authorised muny of them, or the succecding
Governments, wonld have conatructed them.
These works have heen held wp entirely by
the war eonditions, but it is absolutely es-

sential that the promise of the  Premier,
given so0 happily to-night, that the al.
ready authorised vailways will have pre-
cedence, will be given effeet to. These
lines will bring a large amount of re-

venue inte the coffers of the State by reason
of the large area of Crown lands which they
will open up.  While 1 admit that the Pia-
waning exXtension should be Duilt, from
every point of view these railways to serve
the settlers whom the Crown have put on
their own lands should have preference.
Thig one may be u desirable proposition, hut
in contradistinetion to the others it will be
opening up part of the hoge  territory
granted under a land grant syvatem to the
Midland Railway Company.

Mr. O’Loghlen: When do yon think thia
vailway will be constructed!

Mr. JOHNSTON: 1 do not know.

Mr. O'Loghlen: (!an you make a guess?

[ ASSEMBLY.;

My, JOIINSTOXN: T hope it will be built,
iu the interests of the people it is to serve, at
a mueh greater rate than railway construction
has been varried on in this State—through
circutnstanees beyonid the control of the
Government during the last six years,

Mr, O’Loghlen: Do you think it will be
Iuilt in four years!

My, JOHNSTON: I think the people will
be lueky if they got it in four years

My, O'Loghlen: Then why pass it to-
night?

My, JOUNSTON: The Premier said there
was little to do te earry out the existing
railway authorisations which he hopes to do
at a minimum rate of 100 miles a year. [If
there is little to «de to earry ont the existing
authorisations, 1 say to the Government,
‘(1o ahead by all means and do it qoickly,”’
The assuranee of the Premier that it is o
small thing for the Governnient to o shoull
(‘::ll"l"\’ lope to the people in the Nurrogin-
Dwarla district amd clsewhere, people who
for vears have heen wuiting for the con-
strnction of railways, just as these puople
uorth of Piawaning desire the eonstraction
of the railway nentionerl in thix BiL 1 have
pleasure in supporting the sceond reading,

Mr, PICKERING (Russex) |8.18]: Two
discordant notes have been struck which will
distress members very eonsiderably, especially
those members wha have already railways
authorised in their clectorates, Ome was that
of the Minister for Works, whe told us the
cost of this railway woull Le approximately
£5,540 per mile. The estimate given by the
Minister for Works was £97,000 for the rail-
way aml £10,000 for water, and he said that
the Mugineer-in-Chief estimated that this
would be exeessed by at least 25 per cent,

Hon. Sir H. B, Lefroy: [ think the water
supply was really intended for cxisting lines,

Mr. PICKERTNG: I know nothing of the
iletails, but ] say that the price of £5540
i omile is a very high one for railway con-
struetion, especially when we remember that
Mr. Teesdale Smitly, sotie years ago, osti-
mated the cost of railwavs at something like
£1,000 per ile.

Homn, W. €. Apgwin: They built some of
them and the lines rost £2,000 a mile after-
wards to put in orvder.

The Minister for Works: Teesdale Smith
satil he conld huild them for £600 s mile,

Mr. PICKERING: The other discordant
note was that struvk hy the mewnber for For-
rest (Me. O 'Loghien) who disabused my miml
of a convietion that this Parlinment waw
obliged or bonnd to build these railways
in order of priorvity. T am quite sure there
is no donbt in the minds of members that thiv
poliey of precedence will be carried on and
wilt not ecease with the present Parliament.
If this poliey iz not Linding on the next
Parliament, T fear that the adding to this list
of the Piawaning Northwards railway may
militate against the prospect of earrying on
the work of constructing those railways al-
ready passed.
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Hon, P. Collier: As a matter of faet it
does not bind this Parliament. The Govern-
ment could depart from it te-morrow if they
liked.

Mr. Johnston: They could start this par-
ticular line next weck.

Mr. PICKERING: My constituents would
very strongly resent auy netion om my part in
snpport of a railway whieh would militate
against one already authorised.

The Minister for Works: You nearly lost
the jetty the other uwight.

Mr., PICKERING: 1 admit that the posi-
tion was critical and I owe a debt of gratitude
to the Minister for coming to the rescue.
Certain statements have been made with re-
gard to this line passing through the Midland
cempany’s territory. T do not take the least
cxeeption on that aeccount, The land was
conceded to the company for a certain object,
namcly, to bnild a railway to develop that
country. Tho company carried ount their
work in an efficient manner. There is
no doubt about that. This line is one
of the best run in Western Australin
to-day, and the permanent way is a
credit to the company. The company have no
right to extend this railway in any direction,
and it would be wicked to think that citizens
who bought lund from the company in good
faith should be treated differently from other
vitizens of the State. T endorse the attitude
ot the Minister for Worka that we should hold
out hope to these people that they will be
granted facilities to cnable them to develop
this country. We bave had an assurance from

the Minister for Works and the members for -

Moore (Hon. Sir 1. B. Lefroy) and Irwin
(Mr. Gardiner) and the Premier that the coun-
try through which the line will pass is good.
I am prepared to accept the testimony of
these gentlenien, all of whom are qualified to
express an apinion.  Therefore, I econclude
that this eountry js worth the facilities asked
for. TIf there is one advantage to be gained
Ly passing this measure, it will be that, once
the measure is put on the statute-book, there
will be a reasonable prospect of the project
being carried to fruition.  Therefore I can
understand the desire of the members for
Moore and Trwin that the Bill should be
passed.

Mr. Gardiner:
asking for.

Mr. PICKERING: These people are asking
for a definite assurance that there is an nlti-
mate, not an immediate, prospeet of getting
a railway. The members for Irwin and Moore
kuow that it is impessible for the Government
to undertake to build the tine for some con-
siderable time, bnut [ consider it would be a
solace for the settlers there to know that this
measure was definitely on the statute-hook,
T'or this reason I support the Bill.

That is all the people are

Mr, HICKMOTT (Pingelly) [S.24]: I have
ne wish to oppose the Bill for the consirnction
of this line, I was one of the party of mem-
bers who went through that ecountry some five
vearg ago, and we were all satisfied that it

+
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wis gome of the best wheat-growing and mixed
farniing country in the BState.  We went
through a great portion of really first ¢lass
land, [ quite agree with other members that
therg are many railway Aets on the statute-
ook which should take precedence of this
line, The line spoken of by the member for
Williama-Narrogin (Mr. Johnston}—Dwarda
te Narrogin—interests me to some extent in
that portion of it will be in my electorate. I
do not refer to this as window dressing, but
the line has been authorised for the last six
1ears.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: The Bill was intro-
dueed on the 8th December, 1914,

My, HICKMOTT: There are & number of
new settlers in that portion of the district,
returned men whe have taken up holdings on
the Noobleing estate. [ believe 17 men
have taken up land on that old estate,

and [ have heen agitating for a little
deviation of this ling in order to accom-
madate these uew settlers. Then there is

the line whieh was promised many years ago
by the lute Hon, Frank Wilson, long beafore
T had the honour of a seat in this Chamber,
the line 25 miles from Brookton into the
Westdale country, Some of theae settlers
have been there for $0 years without any rail-
way facilities to convey their produce to mar-
ket. Reeceutly the advisory board visited the
district. I have not seen their report but one
of the members spoke well of the country
and of the need for railway facilities.

Mr. SPEAKER: T must direet the hen.
member’s attention to the fact that this Bill
does not provide for the purposes which he is
discugsing. It is to anthorise the construe-
tion of a railway from Piawaning North-
wards,

AMr. HICKMOTT: T do not wish to digress.
I believe that people situated as are those in
the district north of Piawaning should have
every facility to get their produce to market.
['nless they have some assuranee that a rail-
way will be built some time or other, they will
heecome disheartened and will not push on with
the developmental work which they wonld un-
dertake if they knew that a railway would be
constructed at some future date. No doubt
it will be a cousiderable time before railway
material will be procurable at anything like a
reasonable price, Owing te the present state
of the finanees it will be difficult for the Gov-
ernment to construct the lines already
authorised, mueh less to undertake the
coustruction of new railways. I am quite
prepareidl  te  assist the Government in
every way to construct lines, because T
know what the carting of produce over
long distances means. I have carted pro-
duce for 40 miles to the railway, and per-
haps under worse conditions than are ex-
perieneed by these scttlers to-day. Settlers
with holdings so far from the railways have
many hardships to put up with. Then there
iz the fact that the line has not been sur-
veyed. We are told by the member for Moore
that some of these people have to eart their
wheat 30 to 35 miles.



2502

Hom. Sir H, B3. Lefroy: Twenty to 25 miles.

Mr. IIICKMOTT: L understood the hon.
member o say 30 to 33 If a railway is con-
structed between the Midland Kailway and
the Wongan Hills line it will still leave some
ol the scttlers a great way from railway faeili-
ties. Many of our lines have been so con-
strueted that if another line is built between
them the distance is then too little, the pro-
position becomes costly and the lines canuot
be made te pay. The same thing may oceur
in this insttance.

tlon. Sir I1. B, Lefroy: The two lines are
40 niles apart.

Mr. HICKMOTT: T support the second
remling.

The MINISTER FOR WORES (Hon, W,
A, George—Murray-Wellington—in  reply)
{5.30): Regerding the remarks of members
in commenting upon the Bill I appreciate the
comments which the member for Moore
{Hon. Sir H. B. Lefroy) made. We recog-
nige his knowledge of this part of the coun-
try. The member for lrwin (Mr. Gardiner)
seeméd to he under the impression that I
had used words which had reflected upon
him. I have perused ‘' Hansard’'s'’ copy of
wmy apeech and the only reference I made to
the hon. gentleman was one regarding the
New Zealamd company. That was no re-
flection upon him becanse when he was a
Minister he gave us information about that
company’s proposition which I knew no-
thing about.

Mr. Gardiner: T did not take any offence
at your remarks.

The MINISTER IFOR WORKS: I under-
stood that the hon. member did, I mention
that particular point in appreciation of the
fact that the hon. member had a knowledgze
and practical experience of what he was dis-
cussing.  According to the hown. gentleman
some people seem to he under the impres-
sinn that those acttled in the Midland rail-
wry areas arc not treated as well as those
settled in other parts of the State. 1 do
1ot know of any ground for such an impres-
gion. TDuring the time | have been Minister
for Works there has heen mo request placed
betore me that has not been fully considered,
and if the finances warranted, there was no
reason why it shounld wot have been attended
to. Although the people in this partiey-
lar area are within the sphere of the Mid-
land Kailway Company, they are Western
Aunstraliang and have as mueh right to be
treated as such as those anywhere clse.  The
leader of the Opposition coulid not under-
atand why the Government desire to put this
Rill through at one sitting. The only reason
the (overnment have is that, as members
have penerally admitted, the Bill does not
contain much for diseussion and we are de-
sirons of clearing the Notice Paper in order
to he ready to deal with Bills which we
know will come forward from the Legis-
lative Council with many ameundments, We
desire to dea?! with those amendments s
soon as we can, The leader of the Oppo-
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sition made a jibe at me becamse I was
frank, and said that I did not know how
many settlers there were in the distriet. 1
was frank when I could casily have evaded
the question and made no reference to that
agpect.

Hon, W, C. Angwin; You would not have
evaded it because we would have asked you
about that point.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
think that any member would anggest that
I would wilfully mislead the House. If
1 err at all, T err on the side of giving too
much information. Seme people, who are
diplomatie, decm it advisable not to give too
much information. The memher for Forrest
talked abowt electioneering eries and said
that we were hypoeritical over tho matter.
The hon. member does not mean that. It is
a sort of camouflage. The leader of the
Country party made rcferenee to the Yorkra-
kine-North Baandee cxtension and com-
plained that nothing had been done in con-
nection with that line. lHe seemed to think
that the Government had heen neglectful of
the interests of that part of the country.
The hon. member perhaps does not know
that the question of the railway gauges has
been under consideration with the Common-
waalth Government for some yenrs past, and
it is a matter which affects the country over
which this particular line will Tun. There is
a proposition by thg Federal Government,
and it has been before them for two or three
years now, to extend the 4ft, §lbin. gouge
line from Kalgoorlic to the metropolitan

- area, and that line will run through this

particular distriet. The matter is of sueh
importanee to the railway system of Western
Australia, that T am afraid the people in
that particular area will have to put up with
the inepnvenience for some little time longer.
There is no necessity to say anything more
in reply, and T will he prepared to give anyv
information I ecan during the Committer
stage. 1 was asked by one hon. member o
give some figures regarding the country
which will be served by this railway.

Mr, SPEAKER: The Minister has already
piven that information.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, but
the hon. member based his criticism on cer-
tain statements and T see he is8 not present
now to receive the information,

Mr. SPEAKER: There iz no necessity to
give it in the eircumstances,

The MINISTER PFOR WORKS: That
usnally happens. Some hon. members ery
ont about the negleet of the Government:
they make their aspeeehes and then ron
away.

Mr. O'Loghlen: That is right, trim them
up,

"T]u- MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
is only one other matter., The member for
Pingelly (Mr, Hickmott) referred to a rail-
way which he said had been promised by the
late Mr. ¥rank Wilson, T have no knowledae
of that partienlar matter, but I will inquire

.
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into it and let him know what I ean ascer-
tain about the matter,

Mr. O’Loghien: Will you bring down a
Bill to-morrewt?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There is plenty of
information perhaps in the Premier’s office,

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Committee,

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Minister for
Worka in charge of the Bill

Clause 1—agreed to.
Clanse 2——Authority to constroet:

Hoen. W, . ANGWIN: It has been
stated that this railway was promised by the
Labour Government when the matter was in-
troduced previously., T have referred to
‘*Hansard’' and I find that the member for
the district brought the matter forward and
said, ‘T rhould be glad to have some assur-
anee from the Government that it s in-
tended at an carly date to proceed with the
further extension of this railway to the
north, if provision cannot be made for that
in the present Bill.'* The reply of the Minis-
ter was, ‘[ only hope the time is not far
distant when the finances of the State will
be such as to allow the line to be earried
further north in accordance with the sug-
gestion of the member for Moore, '’

Tlon. Sir 0. B. Lefroy: Yes, that is right.

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: There is no pro-
mise that the work would he done, but merely
that it was hoped that the finances would
permit of it being done in due conrse. This
Bill anthorises the construction of the rail-

way. We are told that this line will
feed sgome of the best Iland in the
State. Thousands of acres there have
not heen taken wup heeause there is

ne railway, while, in addition, there are
many people there who cannot cdevelop
their holdings because there is no railway.
1t is a mystery to me why the Government
did not avail themselves of this area for
soldier’ settlement scheme. Had they
diverted the money which they used to
purchase the holdings of individual settlers
in other parts of the State, this railway
vould have heen constructed by now with-
out any cxpense to the State. Tf this area
vomprises some of the best land in the
State, why did not the Governmen$ put the
woldicrs there?

Mr, ('Loghien: They alwoys say that.

IHon. W. (. ANGWIN: Here was a good
opportunity to have a railway to serve some
of Lhe finest land in the State free of cost
to Western Australia,

Mr. Gardiner: Nearly all
acttled there.

Hon, W. . ANGWIN:
what the Minister says.

Mr. Gardiner: T can give the member for
North-Tast Fremantle my assurance that I
would uot settle soldiers there.

the land is

[ am going on
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Then it is not
sotne of the hest land in the State.

Mr. Gardiner: No, not the vacant land.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: But the Minister
referred to 56,000 avres of good land there,
of which 35,000 acres have not been taken
up and oely a small area cleared.

Mr. Gardiner: That is quite wrong.

Hon. 8Bir H. B, Lefroy: There is a block
of 35,000 acres which comprises a lot of
first class land.

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: Tf it is first class
lind and there are no scttlers there, it is
very strange.

Mr. Gardiner: [ will explain that,

Mr. O’Loghlen: Tt ia a New Ze¢nland
company that helds that land,

The Minister for Works: What I stated
was in a¢cordance with the report of the
Advisory Board,

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: If it is intended
to encourage scttlement there, it would
have been a good ideaz to have constructed
the railway in eonncction with the soldier
settlement scheme. In the Peel estate in
the ¥Fremantle district they are using money
irom the soldier sctilement schemo to build
a tramline and the same thing could have
been done here.

Mr. GARDINER: The 35,000 acres of
gaod land is probably the land held by the
New Zealand Australian Land Company.

Hon. 8Sir H. B. Lefroy: That is correct.

Me, GARDINER: [t would be idle to re-
sume the !and which has been referred to
for soldicr settlement. There is some bonny
land in the New Zealand Company’s pro-
perty. If the State desires to get that lamd
for closer settlement it can do so. There
is power to resume. I do not think the
owners of the preperty would have any
objection. The land has to be cleared in
c¢rder to be of advantage for grazing pur-
peses.  The eompany does mot sit on the
lan@ and we desire to use it. Regarding
the Midland railivay company’s land, which
the mcember for Williams-Narrogin has
spoken about; I will sell him the Jot cheap
if he likes and that is some of the land
through which this railway will go.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Going, going, goncl

Mr. GARDINER: It is not fair to the
Midland eompany to critieise them in con-
nection with the land. When the Bolgart line
was spoken of and a desive was manifested to
have the line extended, I eut up the arveas in
that distriet for the eompany and did not
wait for the railway to get the increased in-
e¢rement. T insiated that the Government
should have the first offer, and the Government
turned down 9,000 aeres of the bonmiest land
in the distriet, offered to them at 12s. 6d. per
acre. The same land was also turned down
by the Repatriation Department. [t has since
grown four exeellent crops. 1 do not like
ancers, especially when they are not juatified.

Clause put and passed.
Clanses 3 to 8—agreed to.
Schedule, Title—agreed to.



2504

Bill reported without amendmnent, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time, and trunsmitted to
the Legislative Counecil,

BILL—PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO
ANIMALS,

Moessage from the Legislative Council re-
.ceived and read notifying that it bad
agreed to the amendments made by the
Asgsembly.

BILL—FACTORIES AND SHOPS:

Returned from the Couneil with amend.
ments.

BILL—INDUSTRIAT, ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Council with requested
amendments.

BILL—TLOAN, £3,870,000,
Message.
Message from the Governor received and

read recommending appropriation for the
Bill.

In Committee, ote.

Bill passed throngh Committee without
debate, reported without ameéndment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

BILL—GRAIN ELEVATORS (No. 1).
Sceond Reading.

Order read for the resumption of the de-
bate on the second reading.

Question pot and passed,
Bill read a seeond time.

In Committec,

Mr, Stubbs in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill

Clause 1—apgreed to.

Clause 2—Dividends under Wheat Market-
ing Aects charged with ealls:

Hon, W, C, ANGWTN: This clause is very
difficult to understand.

Hon., P. Collier: [t scema to have heen
drawn with a desire for ambiguity.

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: Subelauge 1 of
Clause 2 reads—

The dividends payable under the Wheat
Marketing Aets to any wheat grower who
is a sharcholder, or au applicant for shares,
in the Western Australian Grain Growers
Co-operative Elevators, Ltd., on the distri-
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bution of the surplus proceeds, in oxcess

of interim ndvances made prior to the com-

mencement of this Act, of the 1919-20

whept harvest, are hereby charged, to the

extent of u sum equal to sixpence per
bushel, in reapeet of all wheat delivered by
such wheat grower to the 1918-20 senson's
wheat pool, with the amount payable to
the said Company by such wheat grower on
the application for, on the allotment of,
and as calls in respect of his shares.
T expeet that the sueplua of all the money
reegived Ty the Government for the 1920
harvest has been  alveady distributed and
that the outside creditors have had their
share.

The Premicr: Yes, it has all gone.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: The Premier might
tell us the total amount he has reccived. Of
course, there are other dividends to be paid
in regard to the 1920 wheat, but the divi-
deiids which are te he paid will not cover
the liabilitics of an everwhelming majority
of the T.A.B. clients to the Government. The
sorplus of the moneys paid to the Minister
must have been divided in aceordance with
the Act, and thercfore there can be nothing
left. Subelause 2 refers to Scetion 21 of the
Act which provides that after paying the
Government ’s instalment the surplus is to be
divided amongst the various creditors pro
rata., Whether that has reference to the Gov-
ernment debts, 1 cannot say.

The Prewier: Of course it has

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: In tho Act of
1415 was a schedule, and the surplus had to
be divided in accordance with that schedule.

The Premier: So it has now.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: Nothing of the
kind, TUnder Seection 21 it has to be divided
pro rata. ‘The schedule hag been struck out.
What I want to know is, to whom do the
wheat certificates handed to the Doard be-
long, whose property are they?

The Premier: The farmer's, auhject to
the board’s discharge.

Hon. W, €, ANGWIN: That ia so. But
he must have pald everything that he owes
to the hoard and mnst have met the Gov-
ernment’s obligntions as trustees for the out-
side creditors.

The Premicr:
clanse,

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: T am not quite
sure about that. The Premier might tell us
whether all debts owing by the farmers, in-
cluding the Covernment debts and the
amounts owing te private ereditors, have to
be met prier to any advanee under the Bilif
T want to know whelher everything has to
be elear, whether the farmer has to be a
free man in respeet of the Industries As-
sistance Board. 1 am going to move for the
addition of a previso to Subeclause 3 pro-
viding that no npplication for shares prior
to the passing of the Bill shall he enten
taingd. We have evidenee that a large num-
ber of applicants have asked the Govern-
ment to get them ont of the position into

That is all protected in the
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which they have been drawn as the resuit
of statemenis made to them by interested

persons, They bhave heen misled by sheer
rloguence,
Mr. Johnston: Including that of W, T,

Jahnson,
Hon, W. C. ANGWIN:
hang about W. D. Johnson.
of thig company.

1 do not care a
He is a director
11 makes wme all the more

cureful,

My, Jolnston: e is a very good diree-
tor.

Flon, W, {1 ANGWIN: T do not earc

whoether he is or not,
ahont W, 1),
cither,

The Attorney General: RBot surely there is
suflicient safeguard here.

Hon., W. . ANGWIN: 1t would be so if
the Attorney General had the admiaistration
of the Act, but T know the pressure that has
heen hrought to hear in the past.

The Tremier: Docs that mean that T am
not to be trusted with the administration?

Hon, W. G, ANGWIN: [t means that you
have net time to administer it, and so have
to delegate yonr authority to others. If yon
were looking into it, | would not mind, I
want te know the meaning of this Subelause
3, This is a most important Bill, [t should
never have heen introdueed.

Mr. Davies: Wha suggested it?

o, W, ¢, ANGWIN: A deputation re-
presenting  the Westralinn Farmers and in-

T do not give a hang
Jolmson or FH. B. Johnston

cluding  W. 1} .Jolmson.
Mr, .fohnston: No, not the Westralian
Tarmers.

Hon. W. {". ANGWIN: Butit was. T have
liere a copy of the Federal Bill entitled ‘‘ The
Westralian Farmers Agreement Aet, 1920.°°

Hon. T. Coliier: They are all the same
prople in different elothes.

flon. W, (!, ANGWIN: Here is the fed-
eral Bill, including a copy of the agreement in
the schedule; yet hon, members say the Wes-
tralian Farmers have nothing to do with thi=.
T know that there is another company, sup-
posed to he a different eompany, the Westral-
ian Grain Growers’ Co-operative RElevators
Company, but it is only a dummy eompany.
The company here was not cstablished in ae-
eorilance with this Federal Acet when it was
passed. To enable the Act to be passed wrong
information had to e piven to the Common.-
wealth Government, which we have in ‘‘Han-
gard, '’

Hon. P. Collier: Not wrong informa-
tion; false information,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It was stated that
the West Australian Government did not have
sufficient votes to allow them to take up the
seheme,  That is the eoxplanation of the Min-
isler who introdoeed the Bill in the Scnate.
1 have it here in ‘‘Tlansard.’’ But I want
te know whother Subclause 3 relates to the
rortifieates issued to the Ministor under the
Inilustries Assistance Act as seeurity for the
indebtedness of the farmer to the hoard.
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The Premier:
tificates.

IHon. W. C. ANGWIN: But does it apply
to the certificates handed to the Minister or
the hoard ag security for debts already con-
tracted by the Government on behalf of the
farmer, or does it apply entirely to other cer-
tificates?

The Premier:

It refers to the wheat cer-

Tt refers to all wheat cer-

tificates.

Hou. W. " ANGWIN: Handed to the
hoard.

The Premior: Yes.

Hon W. G ANGWIN: 1f T were a lawyer
I wonld be inclined to argue that point with
the Premier.

The Premier: You wonld lose.

Hou. W. G ANGWIN: Bubelause 3 sets
out that the Minister is authorised to pay to
the vompany dividends on production of an
appication for shares signed by the wheat
wower and the certificates issued to him.
““Tasned to him'' means to the grower, not
certificates issned to the 1.AB. Therefore
the only man to whom the Gd. a bushel may
be paid is the man who has no money of his
own, That being so, the Rill is not required.
It is a dishonest attitnde for nnyone to adept,
whether he be W. 1. Jolhnsen or unyone else,
t2 ask the Government to advanee Gd. & bushel
fo atart another ¢ompany when at the same
time that advanee has to come ocut of the
funds of the State.

The Premier: It does not.

Tlon. W. C. ANGWIN: Tt does. A Hability
shanhl be paid first,

The Premier: So it is.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Then what do you
want the Bil) for? 1f [ am under the I.ALB.
and pay all my labilities, why is it necessary
for me to ask the Government to advance me
ful. on wheat? There is no need to do that.
[f I hold certifientes, and the Bill is merely
brought torward for the purpose of cnabling
the Government to alvance me 6d. a bushel on
the certificates which 1 present to them as
seeurity, it is a different matter altogether.
If it is the intention of the Government to
earry out the provisions of the Rill, the
Kl is not worth the paper it iy printed on.
If it is not, it might be nade an exeuse
for Y'arliamentary sanction to allow the Gov-
erument to advanee money which is owinpg
to the State, The company have to find
£1006,000 before they ecan get their money
from the Commonwealth. If the Bill ap-
plies to all wheat in the posscssion of the
hoard, and the Government liabilities are
not met, it will mean that the Government
will lave to provide about £150,000, The
Minister has already told us that about ome-
third of the wheat goes to the AR, So
we sec at ohce that the company will be
finuneed by the Government.

The Premier: No; we do wot pay any
money.

Hon. W. €, ANGWIN: T wish that were
tree, This 6d.° per bushel to be sdvanced
is o debt owing to the State, and if it were
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not paid to the company it would be paid to
the State, Theretore it is Government money,

The PREMIER: The Bill is pertectly
clear; nothing could be more clear or more
cagily underetood.

Hon, P, Collier: I have naver had such
difieulty in understanding a Bill before,

Mr. Johnston: But you have mastered it.

Hon, P. Coliier: Yes, but I have not
placed the same interpretation on it as the
hon. member,

The PREMIER: So long as money is
owing to the LAB, and to outside creditors,
by I.A.I3. clients, no mouey ¢an be paid over
for these shares. But if there be surplus
proceeds then the money can be paid over.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Then you do not
want a Bill

The PREMIER: We have surplus pro-
ceeds in a number of cases, The LAB. is
amply protected by the clause. Money owing
to the Government must first be paid and
money owing to outside creditors by LAB,
clicnts will also be protected. There is a
provision in the Industries Assistance Act
which makes the board trustees for the out
side ereditor, charging us with the responsi-
hility of distributing the proceeds after all
payments have been settled as between the
clients and the creditors. The outside credi-
tor is not usked to take the slightest risk
and the Government are not taking the slight-
vst risk.  The first payment upon these sur-
pus funds must be paid to outside creditors,
aud every penny will be paid in satisfaction
of their ciaims, There are LAR, farmers
who have money to their credit by way of
snrplug proceeds, and probably many move
will be ercditors after the next harvest. They
can take their money out and put it into
this company.

Hon. W, C. Angwin:
necessary for that?

The PREMIER: Tt is not necessary for
that. The form of applieation which haa
to he signed for the shares says that the
applicant agrees to anthorise the Govera-
ment to take the amount due wpon dividends
and pay the samc to the eompany. The
tiovernment in that case is the Wheat Board,
1t is provided in the Bill that not only must
the application be presented, but the certifi-
cates must Le presented to the Wheat Board.

Hon. P. Collier: That proteets nothing
and it is not important.

The PREMTER: 1t iy important, The
cortificates must be endorged. Tf the eer-
tificate is not produced the order for pay-
ment is of no avail.

MTon. W. €. Angwin: Has the Wheat
Board power to pay before the wheat certifi-
ente is handed to the LAB.T .

The PREMIER: No. The board have the
certificates now. They are in connection with
Jast year’'s erop. There are no other eer-
tifiecntes than thesc held by the bhonrd. Thay
wonld have to be presented, by the LAR.
befors the Wheat Board could make any
payments against them. If an applicant

Why is this Bill
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withdraws, the certificate will not be pre-
gented and there will be no payment.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Doca the board bold
the ecertificatesd

The PREMIER; Yes.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: And you want to pay
on themt

The JFREMIFER: Not wunless there are
funds available beyond the amount needed
to discharge the iiability of the board and
the outside creditors.

Hon, W. C, Angwin: And the Government?

The PREMIER; Yes.

Hon. W, C, Angwin:

The PREMIER: Yes,

Hon, W, C. Angwin: This Bill is not worth
the paper it is printed on, '

The PREMIER: ¥Yes it is. If the ordin-
ary banks hold certificates the Wheat Board
must endorse them hefore any payment is
made against them. I do not know that the
Bill is of great value exeept that it will
he a convenience. The farmers have signed
their applications for shares, which gives
an authority to colleet id. per bushel from
the Wheat Board,

Mr. Tickering: This really sceurcs that
td

Under the Act?

The PREMIER: Yes, The member for
North-last remantle said we would be con-
tributing £150,000 towards this elevators
rompany.

Tlon, W, €, Augwin: You snid that you
wonld de 0 on the sccomd reading,

The PREMIFR: No, the hon. member
misnnderstood me. Members will, T am sure,
he glad to have a Jmlk handling and co-
operative avatem  estahliahed,

Hon. W, €. Angwin: It is the biggest
bluff 1 have ever scen.

The PREMIER: The Hill is intended to
provide a convenicnee for the payment of
money  which people have authorired to he
pniﬂ.

Hon, W, C, Anpwin: Tt is only n further
advance,

The PREMIKR: 1t ia not an advance by
the Government, direetly or indirectly.

Mr, Willeoek: Tt is an indireet payment.

The PREMIER: Not by the (overnment.
We cannot make any advance to the com-
pany because the seeurities willi be with
the Federal Government.

Ton. W. €. Angwin: They want £150,000
direct.

The PREMIER: They cannot get it.

Hou. P, COLLIER: Before auy mouey is
diverted or alloeated towards the purchase
of shares in this proposed company, the
holder of the whent certificate should dis-
charge the whale of his ligbilities whether
to private crediters, the Industries Asaist-
ance Board, or the Government, Conflict-
ing- statements have bheen made on  this
point. The Premier has stated that all in.
debtedness to the board must be discharged
before any money can be used for the pur-
chase of shares, The Premier, as will be
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seen from *‘Hansard,'' stated iu his speech
in introducing the Bill—

I say that so long as the farmer owes
money to outside ecreditors he ecannot
apply for shares, but if the manager—

meaning the manager of the Industries
Assistance Board—

agrees and if the farmer only owes moncy

to the board he can take shares.

That is o direet contradiction of the state-
ment he has just made.

Thoe (olonial Secretary: That is, provided
tho manager agreed.

Hon., P, COLLIER: The manager cannot
agree if what the Premier says now i3
varreet. The Bill says that no money can be
used for the purchase of shares if the person
coneerned is a debtor. I assume that when
the Yremier mads that statement he had
some foundation for it in the provisions of
this Bill.- None of these persons should he
allewed to put meney into a company so long
a3 thoy owe moncy ta the Government or to
vreditors, whether for arrcars of rent, taxes,
alvances vader the Tndustries Assistanee
Boanl, or any purpose whatever,

The Premier: I was wrong; they cannot
do so.

[Ton. P. COLLIER: Then T take it that so
loug as money is owed to any person it is not
vompetent to use the lividends to purchase
shares. The clause seems to be comprehensive
ecnough., The statement was made in reply
to an interjection, and might have heen in-
advertently made.

Mr, Pickering: T think thc Promier meant
anly those debts to the board, but not to
itside ereditors,

Mr. TPicsse: The Bill gives all necessary
protection.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I think it does., The
1ill does not affect anyone exeept those who
would have dividends to draw gs a result of
the last harveat, and who owe no money to
anyone, This being so, does it not prove that
the Bill is unnecessary? If I have a dividend
to draw and I owe ne money, I should draw
my dividend and be free to buy my shares.

Mr. Pickering: But this makea the Gov-
ernment the holder of the money in trust,

Mon. P. COLLIER: Why?

My, Johnston: There are farmers outside
the board.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They want the Gov-
ernent to do the financing.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If there are farmers
outyide the board and they bave dividends to
draw, why should nnt they draw them and
purchase their shares? Why bring in the aid
of the Government? When the money owing
to the farmers iz paid over to them, surely
they fhonll bhe free to purchase whatever
shares they like.

Mr. Picsse: This Bill is really a sccurity
to the eompany.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Bill apparently
appoints the Government as agents to collect
money for the company. Why should the
Government aet as ‘eollceting agents for the
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company? We have narrowed it down to
this: the Government acecpt no liability;

they are mercly acting as agents to pay this
money over to tho new company.

Mr. Picsse: Hence the greater seeurity to
the company.

Hon, P, COLLIER: s not it most ex-
traordinary that the Government should act
ag colleeting agents for the company? This
is o new business for the Government to
undertake. Where is it going to end? If I
float a mining company, will the Government
accept the position of agents?  The Bill
should not be before us at all. It is not the
business of the Government to act as agents
to collect money for shares for an outside
company with which they are not associated
in any way whatever, It i3 o new line of
policy.

Mr, Griffiths: It was a new policy to take
control of the farmers’ wheat.

Hon. P. COLLTER: That was essential, If
1 have 1,000 bushels of wheat in the pool and
the dividend is 1s. a bushel, why should not
I receive my 1,000 ghillings and buy my
shares if T so wish? TInstead of that the Gov-
ernment deduct 500 shillings and pay it over
to the pew company.

The Premier: We pay it over to the man
who holds the ecertificates now.

1Mon. P. COLLIER: Why should the Gov-
ernment act as collecting agents for the com-
paty?

Mr, Griffitha: Why should they have acted
right through?

Hon. P. COLLIER: It was essential to
market the wheat, but it ia not essential for
the Government to act in this new way,

Mr Griffiths: 1 am sure the farmer would
have been more satisBed to have handled his
money freely rather than po to the Govern-
ment.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If so let us throw the -
Bill out. This is an interference with the
liberty of the farmer. It is coming between
the farmer and his rights.

Mr. Griffiths: Tt is only a continuance of
the interference.

Hon, P. COLLIER: We interfered with
the farmer to his infinite benefit, and heecanse
it was essentinl. Now it is proposed to inter-
fere where there is no necd whatever. Aec-
cording to the member for York we are doing
something to whiech the farmer objeets. The
Bill is not wanted. This House is asked to
gpend its time and devote the whole of the
machinery of Parliament to pass legislation
which will enable the Government to act as
collecting agents for ‘an outside company.
That is entirely outside the function of Par-
linment.

Mr. Piesse: It is the wish of their share-

holders,
Hon. P, COLLIER: That does not make
it rieht. TIs it right that the State should

act as agents, taking their orders and paying
some of their money to another partyt

Mr. Griffiths: Why should they have done
it at all?
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Hon. P. ('OLLIER: Gaod God! cannot
the hon. member vnderstand 1 have told

him a thousand times already that it was es-
sential to the farmers’ existence.

Mr, Griffiths: Ts not this essential?

Hon, P, COLLTER: No. Has not tho
hon. member any understanding? This does
not help the farmer in the slighest degree.

Mz, Willeock: FEven if it did help, have
we the right to da it?

Hon. P, COLLIKR: That is a point for
congideration.  Should Parliament legislate
merely for the: purpose of constituting the
Government an ageney for the colleetion of
money to pav over to a company?

Mr. Griftitha: Why not

Hon, P. COLLIER: Oh shut up, What is
the good of talking to n man who eannot
nideratand Fnglish?  What is the use of
these idiotie interjections?

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Hon, 1. COLTIER: T weleome interjee-
tions if they are made by o man with any
capaeity to understand., T object to these
idiotie iwterjeetions. | eannot understand
the hon. member.

The CITATRMAXN: Order, order!

Mr. Grifiths:  Have another go!

fon, P. COLLTER: T for one am not
prepared to embark upon a policy of passing
legrislntion merely to set the Government of
the day up as a eolleeting agent to gather in
money for an outside rompany. A number
of private individuals have formed them-
solves into a company for their own benefit.

Mr. Johnaton: And for the pnblic good.

Tlon, P. COLLIER: Fvery company is
farmeidl for” the publie good but the Govern-
ment i3 not ealled upon to act as a collecting
agent in order to secure their funds. Why
is Tarliament engaged in this way? This is
foreign to the work of government altopether
and [ protest againat the Bill heing hefore
the House at all,

Mr. JOINSTON: 1 honestly think the
leader of the Opposition might well recon-
sider the attitude he has adoptel towards
this Bill, We have a co-operative company
established for the purpose of providing a
public utility of the utmost value to this
Statle.

Hon. P. Collier: We are not stopping it.

Mr. JOIINSTON: The object is to assist
in the establishment of bnlk handling,

Hon. P. Collier: This does not assist at
all.

Mr, JOHNSTON: The machinery of this
Bill forms an essential feature of the scheme.

Hon. P. Collier: Not if the farmers are
genuinely anxious to become sharcholders.

Mr, JOTINSTON: Surely the leader of the
Opyposition will not object to saving the com-
pany the duplieation of the work of colleet-
ing. Tt was the very hasis of the scheme
that only wheat growers should come into it
and that they shoukl subseribe 6d, per bushel
towards the shares from the amount of ad-
vances they were to receive from the wheat.

Hon., P, Collier: What is the good of
that. The money is there. Lot them buy
the shares themseives.
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Mr. JOHNSTON: Many of these certifi-
cittes are in the hands of private banks who
have collected them. These certificates will
be sent in to the Government.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Yes, of course they
will be sent in beenuse the Government will
give them the 6d,

Mr. JOHNSTON: The cstablishment of
such a public utility will be for the benefit
of the whole State, and surely the leader of
the Opposition should not indulge in factious
opposition in view of the benefit which will
aeerue to the State. It seems to me to be
invousistent with the ideals of the leader of
the Opposition, HFrom time to time therve
seems to be a desire to throw cold water on
schemes of this nature, and one would have
thought the co-operative societies would have
heen encouraged. This is a matter which the
Giovernment could well have taken up.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They would have
done so in pgood time.

Mr, JOHNSTON: Yer, after the present
peneration of settlers have passed away.

Mfen. W, (. Angwin: You are only hum-
bugging and hoodling on them,

Mr. JOHNSTON: I am honestly putting
this matter hefore the 1louse and [ think the
hon, member shonld e ashamed to say what
he did,

floan. W, C. Angwin: Oh, T agree that yon
may be acting innorently.

Itou. P. Collier: Faney the member for
Willinms-Narrogin doing it innoceutly.

Mr. JOHNSTOX: 'This is a scheme which
the Commaonwenlth Bank have agreed to assist
finaneially.

Non. P. Collier: Good Iuck, we are not stop-
g it

Mr. JOHNSTON: Only wheat growers are
permitted to be shareholders. I have no in-
terest in the scheme at all. Why should the
opposition be indulged in against this small
machinery Bill?

Ilon. P. Collier: It is entirely outside the
fuanetions of government. That is why,

Mr. JOUNSTON: Such a movement should
receive the assistance of this House.

Mr, PILCKERING: 1 am prepared to admit
that the contention of the leader of the Oppo-
sition is w correct one, and that we are really
asking the Government to act as bankers see-
ing they acted in that eapaeity regarding the
wheat pool.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
wdmit that.

AMr. PICKERING: The compary was
floated with the idea that the money would be
obtained in the direction set out in the Bill
Tt was understood that the money should be
colleeted through the wheat pool and that was
agreed to by the Government. Sceing that it
is a matter of agreement, what ohjection can
there be to it®

Hon. P. Collier: Simply that it is outside
the functions of government.

Mr. PICKEERING: We admit that, but
these people know they will receive only 6Q.
instead of 1s. on account of these shares. We

I am glad that you



|16 DECEMBER, 1920.]

wont *hix Ik handling scheme in the in-
torests of the State av -well as of the farmers

Mo, 1% Cullier: We have thousands of
tover: nent emplovees in Western Australia
wlo oo vrlonists and we are endeavouring
te eateBlish o Lobonr daily paper. Will you
sropoerl te ina<king the Hovernment te act
ax 0 euilwting asent in order that we may
sceure tlie money for the shares?

Sl 7 KERING: That is hardly the
wirie as this instanee. In any ease this
sehene bed miet with the approval of the
Uritne Minister, the State Government, and
th assoviatyl banks.

Hon, W. 1. Angwin; The associated banks
aml the Prime Minister have nothing to do
with it.

Mr. PICKERING: We desire to secure
cenflivivat woney to go ahend with the scheme
aml | ndwit that the method of colleetion is
nusual.

Mr. Willeock: Tt is the only way you
eoulil wet the noney.

The ATTORNEY GEXNERAL: Regarding
the position of creditors, the eriticism which
has been levelled by members of the Opposi-
tion has not been well founded. The point
raisedl by the member for North-East Fre-
mantle regording the right of the farmers to
withdrnw their application for shares has
raisel 2 doeubt, when T look at the first three
or four lines of Clause 2, s to whether they
actually can withdraw in the ordinary way
bhefore allotment. Tn ordinary cases, an ap-
plicant, however, offers to take shares and
the allotment and acceptance of those shares
constitntes 2 contract. Unless there ig an ae-
ceptance by allotment, application can be
withdrawn, because there ia mo contract.
Wh.on | look at the first few lines in Clause
2, which deals with the charge on the wheat
certificutes, it is onen to doubt whether the
withdraw! would not hold good. That is the
douht which oceurs to my mind. The diffi-
enltv is got over to some extent by Subelause
{3y, wlich provides that the Minister ad-
ministering  the Wheat Marketing Acts is
authoriseil. subjeet to Subelnuse (2), te pay
to the company ‘‘such dividends as aforesaid
to the extent as aforesaid, on the production
of an application for shares signed by the
wheat grower.’” When an ordinary bank
holds o certificate, that bank will not pro-
A the eortifieats without the applicant’s
shanatere,  Confusion might arise in the ease
of th+ lLidustries Assistance Board. That
puivt certainly requires consideration. T do
not think this case is exactly on ail fours
with the ordinary ecase of application and
allotment rnder company law. Dealing with
the question of charges on certificates in the
hands of the Industries Assistance Board,
Rubelouse  (2) wrovides that the charge
" erented by thia Biil ¢fshall be subject to all
charges under the Tndustries Assistance Aet,
1913, am! subjeet to anything due to the
Board vmder that Act, and subject to any-
thing due under the Discharged Soldiers’
Bottlement Act. and alse subject to all prior
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cinenmbranees,  Many of the lands were en-
combered belore they ever came into the
hunds of the Industries Assistance Board.
But the subelause provides that, the charge
*‘shall not have cffect against any peraon to
hom, at the commenvement of this measure,
the eartificate on which the dividend is pay-
able has been bona fide for value transferred
by the wheat grower, and by whom the eer-
tificate 39 hell; and if the crops of any
shareholder, or applicant for shares, are
charged to the Industries Assistance Board
under the TIndustrics Assistance Aet, 1913,
the surplus procceds of such assipned crops
shall be appiited vnder Section 21 of the suid
Act to the discharge of the duties and obli-
gation of such shareholer, or applicant for
shares, in priority to the charge created by
this Aet,”” that is to say, this Bill. Section
21 of the Industries Assistance Act practie-
ally constitutes the Industries Assistance
Board a trustee, after the discharge of lia-
bilities due to the board, for creditors. It
is only the surplus, after payment of those
creditors, which c¢oull be applied towards
payment of the 6d. per bushel. All those
things would take priority over the charges
made by this Bill. I do not think that in
many of these eascs the Gd, could be paid.
The board would have to be very eareful, be-
fore handing over the money, to sce that
there was provision made for all these lia-
bilities, and for encumbrances, and for debts
due to outside ereditors. On the question of
withilrawal of the application, I say at once
that a doubt has certainly been raised in my
mind as to whether the protection given by
Subelause (3) goes far enough.

My, JOONSTON: 1 am glad the Attor-
ney CGeneral dealt with the point raised by
the member for North-East Fremantle in re-
gard to applicants desirous of withdrawing
their applications, As one of those associ-
atad with the plavine of this scheme before
the farmers, [ found, wherever I went, that
the farmers turned up practically to a man,
ond lodged their applieations without any
pressure at all. Jf any applicant wishes to
withdraw, right up to the present, his appli-
cation to withdraw will, so far as T aum con-
cerned. be granted; and in saying this I be-
lieve T am also speaking the views whieh the
direetors of the proposed company would
bald, TP-rsomally, T would not stand for any-
thine of a coercive aatore on the point, I
would weleome an amendment accordingly
from the leader of the Qpposition, or from
the Attorney General, However, if a large
number of settlers withdraw from the eom-
pany, there will be no bulk bhandling scheme.
No one who is not a wheat grower ean be-
come a shareholder in the eompany.

Mr, PIESSE: Tt is safe to assume that
our fricnds opposite are satiafied that the
State i3 not connitted to any extent by thia
Bill. With a view to expediting matters, T
suggest that the words ‘‘or an applicant for
shares'’ shonld be struek out. Then we could
amend Subelause (3) g0 far as to make it
agree with Subelanse (2).
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Hon. P. Collier: On the explanation of
the Attorney General [ doubt whether that
would cffect what is wanted.

Mr. PIESSE: An applicant shounld not be
committed to the liability of the Gd. divi-
dend; so why not delete those words?

Hon, P, Collier: T want to see the whole
Bill deleted.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: I must thank the
Attorney General for making the position
clear. [ hope hon. members now realise that
no person who is indebted to the State or to
any outside creditor, or whose land is mort-
gaged to an outside creditor, ean have the
Gd. per bushel advanced to him against his
wheat. Therefore, under this Bill about 3,000
farmers of this State will not be able to take
shares in the company. In view of the Pre-
mier's statements, T thought I might have
overlooked something in the Bill. Howerver,
a legal gentleman earlier in the day gave me
the same assurance as the Attorney General
has given the Committee to-night. T fail to
see why the Government should take any
part at all in the financing of a company.

The Premier: We are not doing so.

Hon. P. Collier: Or in the formation of a
trading coneern,

Hon, W, Q. ANGWIN: The Western Aus-
traian Government are abont the only Ans-
tralian Government who have a hig over-
draft in connection with the Wheat Market.
ing Seheme.

The Premier: That is beeause we have
aold our wheat and the eredits have gone
elsewhere,

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: The Government
have not got the money for the wheat, and
therefore they have a big overdraft. We were
told previously that the wheat was the far-
mer’s wheat and not the Government’s wheat,
The trouble is that the Government are asked
to find the proceeds of the wheat before they
receive them. Thus they are compelled to
make advances ont of loan funds, pending
the receipt of payment for the wheat. If the
fovermnent had reccived the money for the
wheat, a dividend would he deelared. The
Government have to find this £150,000 until
they are paid for the wheat.

The Premier: That is not so.

Hon. W. ., ANGWIN: Then what is it?
One hon, member said the assoviated banke
were agreeable to the proposition. Of course,
they have not to find the money. Tt makes
no {differcnce to them.

The Attorney General: [t makes a dif-
ference if a man is owing the bank money.

Hon, W, ({, ANGWIN: But in that case
the bank would not let the ecertificates go.
Tustead of its being a good thing for the
farmer, I believe the Bill will do him an in-
jury. When the time arrives I will be pre-
pared to support bulk handling condition-
ally on its being carried out by the State. It
will then be done very much more cheaply
than it ecan be by the company. . Tt i3 wrong
that the Government should have to find
£150,000 to cnable this company to start

[ASSEMBLY.]

operations. [ think progress should De re-
ported so that we might make {urther in-
quiries. The Government have heen appealed
to by farmers who wish te cancel their ap-
plications for shares in this company. How-
ever, the Attorney General savs that if the
shares have heen allotted, there is a linbility.

The Attorney General: That is so.

Hou, W. . ANGWIN: If it wrre not for
that, I would move an amendment that no
applications made prior to the passing of the
Act should be considered.

The PREMIER: T want to clear up the
statement made by the hon, memher that the
West Australian Wheat Board is over-drawn,
Deliveries will be made of Western Austra-
lian wheat, and the credit will go to the
hoard. It does not mean that we are acto-
ally over-drawn, becanse all our wheat is
away out of the State now, and the pool is

a8 conmumon pool and all the bhalances are
amalgamated in the end.
Mr., Willecoek: You will pot doclare a

dividend on the last pool until you get the
maney from the Austrzlian Wheat Board.

The PREMIER: XNo, we do not pay the
dividend at all. Tt is paid by the central
authority,

Hoen, P. Collier:
hack.

The PREMIER: Not neccssarily. It is
current account, and adjustments are wmade.
The Attorney General has pointed out that
it may bhe desirable to amend the wownling
of (lause 2, and so [ think perhaps we might
report progress.

Progress reported.

But they soon pasa it

BILL—GRATN ELEVATORS (No. 2).
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from 10th Decomber.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [10.38]: Thig ia the No. 2 Bill on
this subjeet, [ believe there is another to

come yet.
. The Premier No, that is the lot.
Hon, (., ANGWINX: [f ever there was

a ('hshonost Rill introduced into tho Anseni-
bly, this it it.

The Premier: What is dishonest about it!

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T will tell the hon.
member presently. This is a vote-catehing
Bill. 1t will be almest impossible for this
House and another place to prant any other
company the right to éngage in bulk hand-
ling of grain nnless the company provide for
the State of Western Australia. That is a
monopoly. This is a monopoly Bill pure and
simple, No other company, co-operative or
otherwise, can during the duration of this
measure, engage in the business of bulk
hamlling.

The Premier;
tems.

Hon. W. (., ANGWIN: Yes, and much
cheaper. I said this was a vote-catching

You cannot have two sys-
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Bill. The State has been divided inte dis-
tricts, Albany district, Bunbury distriet, Pre-
mantle distriet, and Geraldton disteict, but
at the same time there i3 no intention to
construct clevators for the bulk handling
of grain ontside the Fremantle distriet.

Mr. Griffiths:  Not at the moment,

Hon, W. (. ANGWIN: Nor within the
next five or ten years,

Mr, Griffiths: Do not beliave it!

Hon. W. C. ANGWTIN: I know what I am
talking about or T would not make the state-
ment. There i3 no intention whatever of
construeting elevators outside the Fremantle
distriet, and if the company got the Bill
through Patlinment, they would provide for
the Fremantle distriet and the Fremantle
distriet only.

The Premier:
that ?

Hon, W, O, ANGWIN: T do.

The Premier: 'Then strike out Geraldton,
Albany, and Bunbury.

Mr. Willeock: Oh, no!

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: T say that these
distriets have been inserted for the purpose
of enteching votes.

Mr. Griffiths:
ously think that?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T do; in fact [
know there is mo intention to construet cle-
vators outside the TFremantle district for
many years. The great bulk of these works
wonld be erected in my distriet, and if T
were a little bit seifish, T would advoeate the
constroetion of these clevators. The greater
proportion  of the £800,000 to be ex-
pended  would be expended on the XNorth
Fremantle side of the river, where the
Goverimient have given one of the best
sites in its posscssion.  The Government
are  handing over as a
one company the best sites on our harbours
and near to onr railway stations for bulk
handling purposes, and while doing that they
arc providing that it shall be unlawful for
any other person or compary to engage in
the business of the bulk handling of wheat
for 25 years, the term of this agrcement,
To nrove my statement with regard to the
distriets heing put in for vote eatching pur-
noses and in a dishouest manner, let mem-
bers refer to the “bottom of page 2 of the
Rill, where they will gee¢ the following pro-
vision—

Tn the ovent of the failure of the com-
nauy to nerform or ohserve all or any of
the ronditions hereinbefore expressed, it
would be lawful for the Governor, after
at least three months’ notice to the eom-
panv, hy Order in Council, to revoke the
right couferred hy this Aet.

A similar elause is put in almost every Aect
of Parliament which grants a concession to
anv person. Tt i wierely a right of for-
feiture and enncellation in case the work is
not carried out. Tn some ingtances the c¢com.
pauny are nsked to put wp a deposit, even if
they have not a feather to fly with. There

Do yon honestly bhelieve

Does the hon. member seri-
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is a provise in this Bill whick [ guarantec
will not be fonnd in any other similar Aet
of Parliament in this State under which con-
cesaions have been granted. 1t reads—

Provided that if the eompany shall have
fnly consirneted elevators within any dis-
trict and in all other respeets shall have
compliell with the conditions hereinbefore
pregeribed, the revoeation of the right con-
ferred by this Act shall extend only to
sueh distriets in whieh the company shall
have failed to construct elevators as afore-
said.

Mr. Willcoek: Let ag cut that out.

Hon. W, (", ANGWIN: This shows clearly
that the intention is to provide elevators at
Fremantle only. The amount of moner at the
disposal of the company and likely to he at
their disposal for a considerable time will
only permit of the erection of elevatora
at Fremantle. This scheme will cost 214 to
three millions of money, Tn 1914 it wounld
have cost a little over 134 millions. and there
is no possihility of a company with a limita-
tion of 114 millions earrying out the works
vroposed in the Rill, The Govirnment lay
down in the Rill the right to eaneel the com-
pany ‘s agreement wnless they earry out the
warks.  Yet, in the next paragraph, they
provide that so long as the company ecarry
out the works in one distriet, thev shall be
left alone and the cancellation shall apply
only to the distriets in which they have failed
to construct elevators. That is why T say
thia is a dishonest Bill.

The Premier: You are not entitled to say

that.
Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: No doubt when the
Premier waa asked to introdnee the Bill, he
received information that the distriets men-
tioned would be anpplied with eclevators and
he had a Bill drafted accordingly.

AMr. Grifliths: Will the farmers he content
if elevators are not provided®

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: What say will the
farmers have in the matter? The company
will have their wmoney. Tn Canada, when
money was cheaper, the Dominion Government
lent 85 per cont. of the cost of the elevators
at five per cent. interest. Money eould then
be obtained at 31% per cent. The co-operative
societies had to put up 13 per cent. They
constructed the eclevators and managed them,
but it was made compulsory that, if the people
in a certain area deposited their 15 per eent.,
the co-onerative company could be compelled
to provide the facilities.

Mr. Griffiths: Thev could not demand that
the facilities be provided.

Ton, W. 0. ANGWIN: They could. The
member for Subiaco (Mr, Brown)} will hear
me out in that; he saw the copy of the Act
bhrought to me hy a represéntative of the
Westralian Farmers, Ltd. T wish to peint out
where the farmer is likely to sustain a con-
siderable loss in eonnection with these eleva-
tors, We know the cost of maehinery to-day.
Tt was never higher. We know the cost of
money. This money is to he advanced at six
per eent, Tf there is failure to meet the
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will be charged and other provisions of fore-
closure, efe,, will be exercized. The fime is
not far distant when it will be a matter of
nreessity, not of choice, to remove the exist-
ing bridges at North Fremantle. When those
bridges arve shifted further up the river, very
high ground will be available on cach side of
the viver, Eversthing there conld he worked
he gravitation, and in machinery alone there
would ke a saving of many thowsands of
pounds in conncetion with these elevators. In
consequence  of the decision {o plave the
works on the site which has heen chosen,
there will be a eonsiderable loss to the farm-
ers from this aspeet alone, because of the
heavier capitalisation charges for the eree-
tion of machinery to handle the grain and
the capital cont on the construetion of the
works as well.  Further, the foundation in
that arca would be much more suitable than
at the present site.  There is a solid rock
formation, whercas at the chaosen site there
are a lot of sand holes which will have to be
filled in and strengthened in order to carry
the buiklings and plant. It would be con-
sitlerably to the advantage of the farmers if
they pansed a while to sce whether the New
Houth Wales bulk handling scheme is suecess-
ful or not. We had a scheme of a similar
nature propesed some time age, and if it had
not leen for the Legislative Council deelining
to sonetion it, that seheme would have been
gone on with. The action of the Legzialative
Couwneil  saved the people a  considerable
amoiint of money, because that schemn, while
guitable for storage, wns mnot snitable for
bulk hamdling. Tt must be obvious, seeing
that there it a scheme on foot in New Houth
Wales whieh has not vet been ‘tested,
that it would be wise to hesitate and see
whether that scheme proves successful. There
in a good deal of doubt regarding the matter
at the present time. There is another aspeet
whirh mav he referred to. Tt has been stated
that the uloptiom of this method of handling
grain will do away with the necessity for the
farimers tp purchase bags. This will not be
so, and approximately a third of the wheat
from Western Australia will have to be ex-
ported in baoa, That is a statement which
wae made by the shipping comoanies
tradting in wheat between Tnpland and Ans.
tealic. 1 saw that statement in a report, in
the eprree of  whieh a  gentleman, named
Wa'ker 1 thivk, pointed out that a thir) of
the wheat would have to be cxported in
baes, That shows that the farmers will bave
tr eontinue purchasing Lags as in the past.

My (hiflithe:  Even
condiderahls saving.

Ta-, W O, ANGWIN:
is going <down.

Mr, Griffitha: Tt will need to.

Hon, W. €, ANGWIN: It has gone down
by ahout £25 per ton. Members shounld re-
member that bags sent to England have re-
nlised half the cost of them, so that the bags
have not been suel 21 losa to the farmers.

then there will be

The price of jut~
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Mr. Grifliths: That refers to those which
were not cut open,

Hon. W, €. ANGWIN: TUnder the pool-
ing system the bags sent to America realised
more moucy than was paid for them here in
Australia.  That money went into the pool”
and farmers (did not lose anything. The con-
tention pat up now that the farmers will not
have to spend money on laps swhen the bulk
handling scheme is in operation is a fallacy,
and the farmers will realise that in a littie
while after they have invested their money
in this seleme. The farmers should wait

for a while to seec what will happen
regarding the bulk handling scheme in the
East. They should follow the ecxample
of Vietorin., Mr. Oman, Minister for

Agricolture in Vietoria, replying, during the
cowrse of the Address-in-reply debate, to an
interjection regarding bulk handling, iy re-
ported as follows:—

The Minister, amidst a running fire of
interjectons, denjed there was any evi-
dence that farmers would have benefited
this year had the evection of wheat silos
been eommenced in 1917,  He contended
the present high price of coment and Luild-
ing material justified the Government’s
postponement of the secheme pending a
mere complete assurance that bulk hand-
ling was likely to be the cheapest nnd
most effective method of handling the Vie-
torian harvest. Despite an enormons ex-
penditure, New South Wales had not yet
shipped onc bushel of silo wheat.

That goes to ghow that it is imposaible to
say yet what the result of the New South
Wales scheme will be. T maintain that farm-
erg here are under a delusion regarding the
considerable amount it is alleged they will
save on bogs. As a matter of fact ther will
have to purchase their bags n order to get
their wheat to the part of shiviment. In many
caseg this will mean a hardship. There are
many tarmers who will not be served by the
helk hanlling scheme, ond they will have to
deliver their wheat under methods as they
exist to-day. VYet they will have to toke
shares in this company altheugh they will not
reap any benefits from it and, in addition,
they will have to hear the cost of the bags,
We have heard several references to Cnnada.
There is a great difference hetween the ('on-
adian svstem and that which will eperate in
Australiz. Tu Canada the-silos are used sit
or seven timea amd evenl a3 mguv as nine
times in once year, The silos are not used
for wheat onlv but for other wraivs as well.
As n conscanence, the capitalisation of the
(Canatine scheme has been reduced very con-
giderahlv. Secine that the silos are weed so
often, the grain is handled so much cheaper
and the servieces rendered cost so much less,
Tn Western Auastralia eur harvest is garnered
with’n a fer months, and in all probability
the silos will only be us~d twice at most in
the one vear. As a result, the capitalisation
charges will be so high that the farmers mav
not filnd it much cheaper than they do under-
the exiating methods with baoa.  Tn these
ciremnstances it would have been wise, be-
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fore entering into any agreement resgarding
the Lulk handling of wheat in this State, to
see what is the experience in the Bast. 1L it
is necessury for the introduction of such 2
seheme in Western  Australia, the Govern-
ment shoutd have put up o scheme  them-
solves and eontrolled the handling of wheat
throngheut the State, 1t is not only Fre-
mantle which will require the ercetion of
these eleviators, hut Geraldton, Bunbury, and
Albany as well, | protest aguinst the intro-
duetion of this Bill. | kuow there is uo in-
lention ol earrying it into eflect. 1 oppose
giving i monopoly of this work and vegand
the Ill ax a cdishonest one, Lrunght forwnrd
for the purpose of vote catehing and not
with the intention eof carrying out the con-
ditions embodied therein.

Me. GRIFFITHS (York) | 10-59) : The member
for North-East Fremanotle {Hon, W. €. Angwin)
has referred to the position in Canada, When
that dominion first instituted the bulk handling
wystem, they exported no more grain than we
did five years ago. Tho hou. member made »
great puint regarding the possible over-eapitalisa-
tion of the scheme in Western Australia,
and referved to the greater number of times
the silos would be used in Caundlin than wili he
the case here, From the outset there was o
great deal of controversy reganding Canada
as to whether the scheme would he a suceess
there or not. For somg considerable time it
wns not altogether a suceess.  The Covernment

of that Dominion have lessed neatly all the,

clevators  there, including o large  terminal
elevator, to the co-operative companics at
Port Arthur and Port Williams. The membher
for North-Eust Fremaotle has referred to the
expensive system installed in New South Wales,
The nuthority he quoted, Lindley Walker, stated
that had these silos been in operation during
the war two-thirds of the cost of inatallation
of the silos and the clevator system of New
South Wales would have been paid fuor by the
saving from the ravages of mice amd weevil.
"The same thing would have applied to Western
Australin. The hon. member nlso referred to
the cost of bags. For this State the cost of
hags is £200,000. He said a great deal about
the price of jutes and remarked that o hag
cost eighteen pence but when it went to London
it hwd the knife put into it, and that this
represented o tremendous  waste,

Hon, W. C. Angwin:  That would bhe done
with hags used in connection with elevators
here. .

Mr, GRIFFITHS: A proportion of the bags
wonld have to he used for binding the wheat.
That would suit a certain proportion of the
farmers of the State who would send their wheat
in that form. The bulk handling system cannot
he hrought into vperation simultancously every-
where, A certain quantity of bags will have
to he wged, but if one-thivnd of £200,000 is spent
on hags the other two-thirds will be saved. Better
handling and more economical handling of
the wheat would be hrought about. It would
also be handled more guickly. A good deal
has heen spid about the necessity for extend-
ing the berthing accomntodation in our Australian
ports, It the use of the bhulk handling system
a great desl is saved in tho loading of the wheat
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into trucks, Whero it will take an hour te
loud a truck, under the hulk handling system it
will only take live or six minutes. A ship may
be loaded in cight or nine hours as agninst
cight or nine days under the present systen.
That represents a congiderable saving of time,
when we consider the various trains that are
required to haul the wheat on to the vnrious
wharves. That saving will largely obviate the
necessity of increasing the berthing acenm-
modation that we are supposed to prequire,
There is also the avoidance of waste.

Hon, T. Collier:  Will you Le able to get
ships that will earcy the grain in bulk ¥

Mr, GRIFFITHS: That is one of the old
Logeys. 1t was inquired into cight yeaws ago
ut the time I represented the producers’ union
in Kellerberrine  We made a trial shipment,
We woere able to get o ship then, We had an
assurance from the shipping people that if we
could provide the husiness they would dind
the fatilities for handling it. 1 o not think
New South Wales would have embarked upon
this scheme if there had been any doubt as to
linding ships' bottems for conveying the wheat
in bujk., Argenting is 1,000 miles nearer to
the English markets than we are, and is our
closcat outside rival. They have found no
troulle in getting ships 1o take away the wheat
in hutk to the old country. Another hogey
which Bas heen trolied out is that there will nat
be hlk handling fucilitics provided at the variouws
outside porta.  We have been sending wheat
to Jupan, Java, and China under the bag system,
and we are told there will be no facilities there
for the bulk handling system. The respective
Covernmients of those countries are prepared
at any time, when the wheat can be shipped
in sulliciently large «quantities, te cslahlish
these fucilities.

Hon, W. C. Angwin:
in England,

Me, GRIFFITHS
Jurt,

Hon, W. . Angwin : Only at one or twa.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Such facilities are pro-
vided on the Mersey, in Edinburgh, on the
Avon at Bristol, in Hul), and in London. Most
of the principal ports of England that have
direet trade with Australin have provided these
fucilitics. It is rather the execption than the
rule not to find these facilities provided.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Agent General
told me there are only one or two ports in Eng-
land where that state of affairs exists.

Mr, Pickering :, That is wrong.

My, SPEAKER : Order!

Mr, GRIFFITHS: Hon. members have scen
the fearful waste which occurred at the various
sidings during the war through wheat being
wllowed to lie exposed to the weather and the
ravages of weevil and mice, When 1 wag in
Now South Wales I saw a deplorable sight so
for as the weevil was concerned. They had
re-conditioning plants there in operation, which
restored what to me appeared to be an accumu-
Intion of rubbish, but it was restored into stuff
which was marketable for Japan. At all events
it could be used in some form. Nevertheless
the waste wns deplorable.” Had there heen a
proper system of handling with silos the greater
port of this waste, if not all, would have heen
avoided.

1t has not been done

16 is at almost every
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Hon, W, {. Angwin : No, it would not,

Mr. GRIFFITHS : When the wheat is in a
silo the mice can do no damage and the weevil
huve no effect, for it-can be trested when atored
in that way. 8o far as the financing of the erop
ia coneerned, therc is simplification all round.
The entire system is simpliticd, The weight and
the quality of the wheat are determined by an
outside authority. One iy able to arrive n
a proper aystem of dockage and to get at the
real (uality of the wheat. Negotiahle certifi-
cntes which are as good as money arc issucd
to the farmer. I have been agsking questions
on the point in this House to-day. I demur
tu the system of dockage in this State, On 10
million bushels handled by the Western Aus-
tradinn pool lnst year a dockage of over £10,000
hag heen taken off the individuat farmers.  Ad-
mittedly, any gain resulting from the dockage
went back into the pool. However, comparing
the pesition here with the position in New South
Wales, Victorin, and South Australia,” on a
bosis of 10 million hushels, South Australin’s
dovkage wos only £1,400 as against over £10,000
here, and the New South Wales dockage

Hon. W. (. Angwin: South Australin has
not got the bulk handling system,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Shorlly, the pusition is
that the dockage here has heen $1H,000 as against
£1,200 to £1,400 on like gnantities in the
other States. I advance thal ns an wrgument
te show that our systenm of dockage is hap-
hazard.

Hon, W. €. Angwin: What has that matier
te do with bulk handling ¥

Mr. GRIFFITHY: Eveeything. In regard
to bulk handling there is a system of grading
wheat,  The wheat is graded seienlitically and
exnctly. In Lhis respect the pooling system
is slmply a matter of guess-work half the time,
Moreover, the hulk handling system will simplify
operations throughout the length and breadth
of the country, therehy releasing an army of
men who to-day are engaged in lumping wheat.
At Kellerbenin an Anglo-Canadian visitor who,
with me, was watching the systen of handiing
into the Kellerberrin mill—some 10 or 12 men
heing employed—tumed to me and said, » What
adjective waste! There are 10 wagons there
unloading wheat, and they will probably he
there for the better part of the duy, In Canada
those wagons would have gone Lo n litle country
clevator, and in three or four minutea they would
bave been unlpaded by the man on the wagon
and the man at the weighing machine.” AL
Kcllerberein there was & little army of men ot
work, Onc was on top of the wagon pushing
the wheat down. Another was getting it on
to his shoulder. Another was checking the
weighls and marking tho truck.  Yet another
was wuiting to have the wheat put on his bhack,
Htill another was helping him.  Up the gang-
way they went, to three or four men on top.  The
bulk handling system wonkl require only two
men for that work, not 12 men. By adopting
butk handling, we shall release a very large
number of men who would he hetter cmployed
in producing than in lumping wheat. The
work they are doing now represents wasted
labour. . '

Mr. WILLCOCK  (CGeraldtony " [11-04]: 1
take the same objection as the wmember for

[ASSEMBLY.]

’

North-East fremantle (Hon, W, . Angwin
has taken to the proviso at the end of Subclause 3
of Clause 2. When a monopoly is given for the
bulk handling of wheat, the terms of the mon-
opoly should bhe ohserved in their entirety ;
otherwise there ought {o he ne monopoly.
The member for North-East Fremantle suggests
that it is not the desire of the Governmenl (o
have bulk handling adequately  established
in Western Australia as indieated in the first part
of the Bill. The hon. memher also said that it
would he imypossible for the company with their
pregent finances to instal an coffective system
of bulk handling here.  Unless the company
are prepared to raise considerahly more capital,
the operation of bulk handling will he restricted
to Iremantle, notwithstanding the fact thal the
ports of Albany, Bunbury, and Geraldton are
mentioned in the Bill,  Despite the faet, there
will he no hulk handling facilities at thowe
ports for a very considerable lime 1o come
wnlegs the company’s financial position is very
much strengthened. [ connot see my way
to give the Bill any support unless the proviso
1o Subclause 3 of Clause 2 is struck out, and 1
shall move in that dircetion during the Committee
stage.  Again, I want to know how the huying
of wheat is 1o be conducted ¥ By the conpany ¥
What is te lake place in that respect has nol
heen explained to the House. In connection
with the buying of the wheat there will be 1.
quired Lthe serviees of some official in whom
everyone hns the utmost conlidence. Such an
ollicitl is necded in order to check the wheat

_into the silos,

Hon., W, C. Angwin: Canada has a CGrain
Avt providing for ingpectors Lo thet end,

Mr, WILLCOUK @ The inspeetor’s salary would
e o charge on the company. In Americs the
owners of the elevators aee the people whe
traflic in wheat, They buy wheat according o
grade,  Although they purchase only fram
10 to 15 per cent. of lirst grade gein, they sell
about 50 per cent. of first grade grain. Practieally
all the wheat bought by the American elevator
companies Is sold by them as either tirst grade
wheat or sccond grade wheat, I the holk
handling systein here i to he controlled by a
hourd, it 18 just as well to know how such
controd is Lo be conferred and exercised. A Rill
for that purpose shonld he broughl down axs
soom as the bulk handling system has been
instituted here. 1 want o know who is going
to be résponsible, under the Bill, for the pu
chusing of wheat * Wha s going to sequire
the wheat ?

Hon. P, Collier: It is a very incomplete Bilt
There are many things missing from it.

Mr., WILLCOCK :  The system is not out-
lined in any way, The Bill merely says that the
company rre not to deal or traflic in grain,  Who,
then, is going to deal or trafie in grain ?

Hon. W. €. Angwin: If wheat is damaged
invidentally to the eperations of the bulk kandling
systemy, who will be responsible ¥

Me. WILLCOCK:;  There is no complete-
ness about the Bill. It is o half-bred measure
which nohody ecan understand.

Hen, P, Collier: 1 heard that it was proposed
Inter on—-not this session—-to introduce anolhey
Bill making the eertieates for whent put into
the silos negotiable documents, against which
the Government would grant advances. There
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is something behind this business. These people
are not showing the whole of their hand.

Mr. WILLCOCK : I object to the Bill on the
score of its incompletencss. We do not know
where we are in this business at all.

Hon, W, C, Angwin: We want a Grain Act.

Mr, WILLCOCK : I cannot grasp who ia
going to do the trafficking in wheat, or how the
wheat i to be checled into and out of the silos.
This latter work will have to be done under the
supervision of & Government inspector, or of
some other person in whom the wheat growers
will have implicit confidence. Otberwise, no
farmer will send his wheat to the silos, because,
if be does so in the absence of & check of that
kind, he will not know whether his wheat is to
be paid for as first grade, or as second grade,
or a3 third grade wheas, and therefore will
not know how much he is to receive forit. On
the other hand, if the company are allowed
to do the supervising——

Mr. Pickering: The company will not deal
in wheat at all.

Mr. WILLCOCK : Somebody will have to de-
cide what is the grade of the wheat being put
into the elevator.

Mr. Griffiths : Inspectors will have to he ap-
pointed here in the same way as they have been
appointed in Canada.

Mr. WILLCOOK : We have had no informa-
tion as to how long the scheme will take to
corry out. The only place where any con-
asiderable measure of success has attended the
bulk handling system is the United States.
The system js practically new in Canada. In
the United States the system is controlled by
companies, and it has worked most detrimentally
to_the interests of the United States farmers.

Mr. QGriffiths: This is very mwuch better
than that.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Only because there is
nothing here at all.

Mr. Griffithe: The company have nothing
to do with the buying. This is merely for the
erection of the elevators.

Mr. WILLCOCK: 1 want to know seome.
thing more about it before I vote for it.

Mr. Pickering.: Youn did not even know that
the company were not to deal in grain.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Yes, I did: 1 specially
referced to it.  This is an ill-conceived measure,
not deserving of comsideration.

Hon. P. Collier: Who is 6o advance the money
againgt the certificates ? .

Mr. WILLCOCK : Nothing is known, no in
formation is given. There will be no responsi:
bility about it. If we knew how it was going to
operate, we might be induced to vote for it.
I am prepared to accept the estimate of the
member for North-East Fremantle that it will
cost over two million pounds to instal bulk
handiing throughout the State, and that there-
fore the cutports will not be supplied with silos,
If we are to give any company a menopoly in
bulk hnndling, they should be made to carry
ont all the conditions provided in the Act. Dut
under this they could merely explain that they
did not find it convenient to erect eilos at Bunbury
or ot Geraldton, and the Government would
say, “ Oh, you need not bother, we will simply
cancel your monopoly righta in those districts.”
T should prefer to see this under Government
supervision.
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Mr, Griffiths: Everyihing carried out under
Government eontrol is o failure.

Mr. WILLCOCK : Yes, institutions such as
the Agrienltural Bank, the Industries Assistance
Board and a few other echemes for the benefit
of the farmer. I require to know something
more about the Bill before 1 can support the
second reading.

. On motion by Mr. (Loghlen debate ad.
journed.

BILL—CITY OF PERTH ENDOWMENT
LANDS.
Council's Message.

Messnge received from the Conmeil motifying

that it did not insist on its amendments to
the Biil

House adjourned at 11-24 p.m.

Legislative Council,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 3 p.m.,
and read prayers.

QUESTION-—STATE FINANCES,

Hor., A. SANDERSON asked the Minister
for Edweation: 1, On the 30th ‘September,
1920, what was—(a} the total public debt of
the State; (b) the total amount of the sink-
ing fund; (c) the amount of inseribed stock
issned— (i) in London; (ii) in Australiat
2, How much was paid to the sinking fund
during the last financial year? 3, How much
is outstanding in—(a) Treasury bills; (b)



